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InpDIAN Hostriiti1es. From the accounts published 
to-day, it will be seen that the Indians in Florida and on 
the Georgia and Alabama frontiers are committing the 
most horrid barbarities upon the white inhabitants, and 
that the war has assumed a character that will require 
the most vigorous efforts to suppress it, and, thai even if 
the campaign against them is actively prosecuted, uot 
until many valuable lives are lost and much property 
sacrificed; for the Indians appear to be infuriated and 
actuated by a deep seated feeling of revenge. This feel- 
ing, with the consciousness that they will not be permit- 
ted to oceupy their present territory in future, will make 
them struggle to the last; and hence a war of extermina- 
tion on one side, and uncompromising resistance on the 
other, that will be pregnant with bloody incidents. 

Much dissatisfaction is expressed in Florida at the 
conduct of gen. Scott, in abandoning the territory to the 
unrestrained depredations of the Indians; and so great 
was the indignation toward that officer at ‘Tallahassee, 
that his effigy was publicly hung and burnt in that city 
on the ilth inst. 

We also see it stated, that gen. Clinch, one of our 
most experieneéed officers in the Indian mode of warfare, 
has, on the ground that injustice has been done him ona 
question of rank, tendered his resignation to the presi- 
dent, which he has refused to accept. 

The most vigorous efforts are making to concentrate 
all the disposable troops of the U. States, which were 
stationed on the Atlantic coast, in Florida and on the 
Georgia and Alabama frontier. Gen. Jessup, the pre- 
sent quartermaster general, has, as we learn from Wash- 
ington, been ordered to the command of all the forecs 
employed and to be employed in Alabama and Georgia 
against the Creeks. 

We publish this week the report of the select com- 
mittee of the senate of New York upon the stock-job- 
bing transactions of John C. Kemble and Isaac W. 
Bishop, two members of that body, which exhibits a 
tissue of moral and official misconduct without a par- 
allel in the legislative history of this or any other coun- 
try. ‘The report has been before the senate for some 
time, and was again taken up on Saturday last, and after 
an animated discussion it was decided, in the first 
place, by a vote of 19 to 9, that the senate did possess 
the power to expel any of its members for moral and 
official misconduet—and in the second—by a vote of 21 
to 7, that Isaac W. Bishop had been thus guilty—but it 
refused, 16 to 12, to vote the said Bishop ‘‘unworthy of 
a seat in that body” 

The whole subject was then laid upon the table until 
Monday morning last, when Mr. S. Young presented the 
resignation of himself and Mr. M. Van Schaick, on the 
ground that the refusal of the senate to expel Bishop 
was calculated to ‘‘relax those moral principles which 
the author of our nature designed as the ligaments of 
society, and which law givers and judges should ever re- 
gard and maintain as holy and inviolate—and also to 
break the bonds by which alone honorable men can be 
held together.” 

After Mr. Young had presented his resignation, he 
asked leave to recall it in order that he might repel an 
imputation just cast upon him by a member: he then 
recapitulated the transaction alluded to, and the member 
who imputed misconduct to him expressing himself sa- 
tisfied, the resignations were accepted. Mr. Bishop 
then appeared in his seat, and, after some preliminary 
remarks, also resigned in a letter addressed to the pre- 
sident of the senate, in which he represents himself as 
“sacrificed by designing accusers, who thought to ex- 
tort money from his apprehensions.” 

The whole proceedings will be given in our next, as 
aa interesting chapter in the history-of the times. 

VoL. L.—Sie. 16. 





Deatn or Mr: Liyincston. The New York papers 
announce the death of the hon. Enwanp Livingston, 
our late minister to France. He died on Monday after- 
noon, at his seat at Red Hook, after a short illness, in- 
duced by drinking cold water, while heated on Sunday. 

Mr Manrson. We learn from the Fredericksburg 
Arena that this venerable patriot is lying dangerously 
ill. 


a 


The extra session of the legislature of Maryland, held 
with a view to the consideration of what is called the 
‘internal improvement bill,” which proposes to aid the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal and the Baltfnore and Ohio 
rail road, by appropriations, commenced on ape 
last. This is the first summer session since 1813, whic 
was then held with the view of providing for any exi- 
gencies which might arise from the presence of the Bri- 
tish fleet in the Chesapeake bay. 

PENNSYLVANIA CANALS. According to the Harris- 
burgh Telegraph, two hundred and thirty-four thousand 
three hundred dollars and eighty-seven cents, have been 
received into the treasury of Pennsylvania for canal and 
rail road tolls, from the Ist day of November last to the 
14th of May, the commencement of the present fiscal 
year. 

The amount received in the different months, is as 
follows: 


1835. Canal. Rail road. Motive power. 
November, $12,441 62 $11,856 82 $10,438 U8 
December, 93,551 35 17,175 91 5,142 61 

1836. 

January, 8,915 29 12,116 17 6,710 Qt 
February, 3,861 70 2,447 59 1,482 41 
March, 1,939 65 3,454 66 1,729 70 
April, 13,440 71 16,685 33 7,897 57 








$64,150 23 $03,717 45 $33,445 58 

It is proper to remark, that from the amount of tolls 
actually paid into the treasury any month, no correct 
estimate can be formed of the amount of tolls actually 
received by the collectors, during that month, as their 
payments are made weekly, semi-weekly, monthly and 
quarterly, in proportion to the amount of business done 
at the different offices, and the facilities of deposite and 
transmission. For instance: During the month of April 
there was received at the collectors’ offices, more than 
seventy thousand dollars, while the payments into the 
treasury ouly amounted to 38,000 dollars. 

ConroRaTED MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. The com- 
mittee of incorporations in the legislature of Connecticut 
have reported a bill for a general law of incorporations 
for manufacturing companies. It allows any number of 
persons not less than five, to form a voluntary associa- 
tion for these purposes, provided the capital be not 
less than $10,000 nor more than $100,000. The shares 
of stock are to be $50 each and a certificate ofthe amount 
is to be deposited in the office of the secretary of state. 

Heavy toans. Gettysburg, (Pa.) May 23. Two 
teams of Mr. John Taughinbaugh, [his horsesare tough- 
in-back as well as their master], of this county, drew 
from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh, a few days ago, the 
astonishing weight of ninety hundred in each wagon! 

Booxs For THE BLIND. Ata respectable meeting of 
the citizens of Clinton Hall, New York, on Monday 
evening, Mr. Gallatin in the chair, and Dr. Proudfit, 
secretary. It was resolved to raise $10,000 by subserip- 
tion for the purchase of suitable books (printed in raised 
characters) for the instruction of the blind throughout 
the United States,, 
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Dr. Howe, the philanthropist and superintendent of 
the blind institution at Boston, gave an interesting ac- 
count of these institutions and of the employments made 
at Boston in the printing of raised characters. He com- 
puted the number of blind in the United States at 8,000, 
and thought the sum proposed would be amply sufficient 
to supply their wants. ‘Three of the pupils of the Bos- 
ton institute, between 10 and 13 years of age, were pre- 
sent, and read with facility the raised characters, and 
translated French. One of the girls wrote an excellent 
hand. A committee to solicit donations were appoint- 
ed, consisting of the following gentlemen:—Nathan Lit- 
tlefield, Theodore Dwight, jr. Wm. L. Stone, Charles 
King, John W. Walker, professor Proudfit, Dr. Howe. 
Mr. Littlefield was appointed treasurer. Subscriptions 
will be received by any of the above named gentlemen. 

[ Star. 

Smatt vox. IJmportant discovery. Dr. Luzenburg, 
a respectable physician of New Orleans, says he has dis- 
covered the cause and the remedy for the disfiguration 
of the face by the small pox. It is well known that the 
face is ayatd FE the only part of the body which is pitted 
and deformed by this disease; and Dr. Luzenburg says 
it is because this is the only part that is exposed to the 
action of light. He has ascertained by experiment that 
when the face, however covered with the pustules of this 
disease, is completely sheltered from the light, it will 
not be more marked than any other part which is thas 
protected. 

Ratt roaps In Evrorzr. The deputation from Eng- 
land, consisting of Dr. Bowring, Mr. Thomas and eap- 
tain Pringle, who undertook to obtain the co-operation of 
the French and Belgian governments in the project of a 
great rail road to connect Paris and Brussels with Lon- 
tlon, have had, according to the late Paris papers, an in- 
terview with Louis Philippe. The king expressed his 
earnest desire that his government should Iend its hearty 
co-operation for the furtherance of a project which he 
looked upon with the greatest interest, and to whieh he 
would lend his most cordial support. 

THE LATE commopone Penry. The citizens of Buf- 
falo are going to commemorate the battle of Lake Erie 
by erecting a monument to Perry in that city. The 
monument ts to be 100 feet high, surmounted by a eolos- 
sal statue of Perry, fifteen feet in height. On the sides 
of the pedestal, which is 34 feet square are to be sculp- 
tured relievos representing the battle of Lake Erie, and 
other prominent events in the life of the hero. The 
whole work will be construeted of American white mar- 
ble, and cost $75,000. It isto be built by Frazee and 
Lannitz, of New York. The design is by Frazee. Its 
style and architectural character are purely Grecian. 

The legislature of Rhode Island voted some twenty 
vears ago to publish a biography of the hero of Lake 
Erie and appointed a gentleman to prepare it—which is 
the last we have heard of the subject. 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, 

By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 

Hopeful Toler, to be consul for the port of Buenos 
Ayres. 

James H. Williams, to be consul for the port of Syd- 
ney, in New South Wales. 

NEAPOLITAN INDEMNITY. 
Treasury department, May 21, 1836. 

The holders of the certificates under the Neapolitan 
treaty are hereby notified, that the proposed arrange- 
ment to pay a stipulated sum in full of all the future in- 
stalments due, has not been ratified by the king of the 
two Sicilies. But the instalment due on the Ist of June 
next, it is expected, will be punctually paid and remitted 
to this country; and in the mean time such disposition 
will be made of the certificates at the department, as the 
several claimants may be pleased to request. 

Mr. Stevenson is to sail on his mission to England in 
the packet ship Montreal which departs for London 
on the first of June next—and about the same time, 
major Eaton is to proeeed on his mission to the eourt of 





Madrid, and will go by the way of England. It is 
also stated that Mr. Wilkins, our minister to Russia 
will return during the ensuing summer. 

A very destructive fire broke out in Albany, N. Y, on 
Thursday the 19th instant, which was not arrested untij 
it consumed several dwellings and manufactories, } 
which nearly five hundred poor persons are deprived of 
employment. 

A drug store and contents, the property of Messrs 
N. Lenning, & Co. valued at upwards of one hundred 
thousand dollars, situated on Front st. Philadelphia, was 
destroyed by fire on Sunday morning last. 


A RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT. A cause involving questions 
deeply interesting to steamboat proprietors and the public, hag 
occupied the circuit court, sitting at Albany. The suit was 
brought by John Smith, who, with his family, were on board 
the steamboat Advocate when she blew up, at Coeymans 
Landing, in May last. Three of Mr. Smith’s children died of 
the injuries received, and his wife was seriously scalded. 

The plaintiff claimed to recover on the ground that the boat 
was of a novel construction, and that the engineer and fire- 
inen were unskilful and incompetent men. 

The summing up of the cause occupied the whole of yesterday, 
The counsel on both sides acquitted themselves with great 
ability. The jury was addressed by Salem Dutcher and Sa- 
muel Stevens, esqrs. for the defendants, and by A. L. Jordan 
and Dudley Marvin, esqrs. for the ptaintiff. 

P.S. The jury came into court this morning, and delivered 
a sealed verdict for the plaintiff of eight thousand dollars. 

[@ibany paper. 


TEXAS BOUNTY LANDS. The following laws regulat- 
ing the military bounty lands of Texas, to its citizens 
and volunteers, was adopted by the convention held at 
Washington, Texas, on the 17th March. 

Whereas, many individuals of the United States have 
left their homes of peace and eomfort, to volunteer in 
the service of this country, and endure the hardships 
and perils of the war, in the struggle of Mexican ty- 
ranny, and have by their generous patriotism and gal- 
lant conduct in the field, earned our warmest gratitude: 

Resolved, That bounties of land be granted and are 
hereby granted to the said volunteers, as follows, viz: 

To all who are now in service, and shall continue 
faithfully in service during the war—1,280 acres. 

To all who served faithfully or shall have served faith- 
fully for a period not less than six months—640 acres. 

To all who served faithfully for a period not less than 
three months—320 acres. 

To all who shal} enter the service previous to the first 
day of July, and shall continue in service faithfully dur- 
ing the war, provided the war shall eontinue for a pe- 
riod more than six months—960. 

To all who shall enter the service after the first of 
July, a quantity proportionate to their service—to be 
hereafter determined on by law. 

The lawful heir or heirs of all such volunteers as may 
have fallen or may hereafter fall in the present contest 
with the Mexican government, or who may have died 
or may hereafter die from any accident while in the 
service of the country during the war, shall be entitled 
to the quantity of land which would have been due the 
deceased under the colonization law, as established by 
the laws of the land, had he have survived; that is to 
say: one league and lot, (or 460 acres), for a man of 
family, and one-third of a league (147 acres), for a single 
man; also that the said heir or heirs shall receive in 
in addition to the land granted as aforesaid, a bounty of 
640 acres, as deereed by the council at San Felipe on 
the 11th of December, 1855. 

That every applicant for land under these claims shall 
present a certificate from the proper officer under whose 
command he served—of the time of his service and dis- 
charge, and such further evidence as may be sufficient, 
and the said evidence shall be presented to a land com- 
missioner, or such proper agent 4s may be established by 
law, to establish the correctness of the claim. Further, 
that these claims may be Iocated on any unappropriated 
or vacant lands in Texas, provided that no single grant 
shall be located in more than one body, nor any grant 
of 1,280 acres in any form than two equal squares; nor 
any grant of 960 aeres in any other form than one square 
of 640 acres, aud another square of 320 aares, nor any 
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rant of 640 acres in any form other than a square the 
expenses of surveying, office fees, &c. to be borne by the 
slaimant. 

rehird, That no bounty of land as herein specified, 
shall be construed so as to effect the rights and privileges 
to lands under the colonization laws established by the 
law of the land, of any said volunteer more than if it 
never had been granted. 

Resolved, That said volunteers shall, in case they may 
by error locate any of said claims previously held by legal 
titles or possession, be allowed to lift said location and 
again locate said claims upon any vacant lands in the re* 
public. 

‘The foregoing resolutions were adopted in the con- 
vention of Texas, at the town of Washington, on the 17th 
dav of March, 1836. 

Ricnakp Ex.is, presideut of the convention. 


In addition to the bounty, volunteers in the army of 


Texas receive the same pay and rations as soldiers in the 
regular army of the United States. 

Law case. From the Wheeling Times. At the late 
term of the federal court, judge Caldwell presiding, 
holden at Staunton on the 2d of this month, the trial of 


Peter Dingess came up ona eharge of having passed 4 


counterfeit notes purporting to have been issued by the 
bank of the United States, Upon a full investigation, 
which lasted several days, the jury found the prisoner 
guilty of the offence, provided there was then in exis- 
tence any law which punishes such an offence; upon this 
verdict the court gave judgment for the prisoner. ‘There 
were several other indictments against this man for simi- 
lar offences, and demurs being filled to all of them on 
the ground that the bank charter having expired, all fur- 


ther prosecution was at an end, and the court being of 


that opinion, the prisoner was discharged; but was forth- 
with taken into custody by the state authorities. 

We understand it to bea principle of criminal law, 

that when a statute creates an offence, and defines its 
punishment, and is limited in its duration, no conviction 
can lawfully be had after the expiration of the statute, 
unless such an event be officially provided for. No such 
provision is contained in the bank eharter. 
_ This man being one of the principal chiefs of counter- 
fviters, and venders of base money, it is to be regretted 
that he was not brought to trial during the existence of 
the law against which he has offended. His example in 
the country in whieh he resided must have been very 
pernicious. He possesses considerable property, is a 
colonel in the militia, and has been elected twice to the 
house of delegates by the citizens of Logan county where 
he resides. 

Two of Dingess’ confederates of equal consideration 
with himself, were arrested by the deputy marshals ap- 
pointed for the purpose, but made their escape, and have 
left the country. Two others having a separate establish- 
ment were indicted, and held to bail, and shortly before 
court sat, left the state, their securities accompanying 
them. Four others have been sentenced for long periods, 
one to the penitentiary at Richmond, the others to the 
penitentiary in the District of Columbia. 

These prosecutions have totally broken up the esta- 
blishment for counterfeiting notes and bills on the bank 
of the United States, and on the various banks of Vir- 
ginia, which had so long infested the south western part 
of this state. 

Much credit is due to the marshal of this district for 
the plans laid by him to detect these men, and the address 
with which he carried them into execution. In this 
matter he has been engaged for two years past and has 
accomplished much for the security of society. 


8 © tere 


INDIAN HOSTILITIES. 

The following are the latest accounts from the Georgia and 
Alabama frontier: 

The National Intelligencer states that a letter from the gover- 
nor of Georgia, under date of the i3th instant, to a member of 
congress, fully confirms the information received at the war 
department from major McIntosh and from other sources. 

The following is major MeIntosh’s letter to the war depart- 
ment: 


is ’ Fort Mitchell, May 9, 1836. 
51k: Hostilities have commenced in serious earnestness. 
Within a few days fous individuals have been murdered, and it 








is feared many others have fallen victims. Yesterday I sent 
an-interpreter to a few of the principal chiefs, requesting they 
would meet mein council at this place. They have failed to 
come. Ne-ah-math-la sent me word that he had said all he 
could to his people to restrain them, without effect. They were 
determined on wars and they had divided powder and lead, and 
embodied in aswamp near the Federal road, about five miles 
from this post, evidently with the intention of cutting off all 
communication between us and the governor of Alabama, 

The interpreter says, Ne-ah-math-la had every thing in rea- 
diness for a move; that he (Ne-ah-math-la) inquired partieu- 
larly about the strength of my command, and if any additional 
troops were expected. [ am convinced it is his intention to 
head the hostile party. 

The war-whoop is now sounding throughout the nation. Re- 
spectfully, | am, sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) J. S. McINTOSH, moj. brt. 4th infantry. 

Gen. R. §. Jones, adjutant gen. U. S. A. Washington, D.C. 

From the Charleston Mercury of May 19. 

Letter from our correspondent, dated Augusta, May 17. ‘The 
mail from Columbus arrived this afternoon about five o’clock. 
I received nothing printed beyond Milledgville, and have not 
heard of any written intelligence in relation to Lndian affairs. 

“Three or four passengers in the stage from Columbus, 
among them Mr. , agent for the post office department, re- 
port that two stage drivers and a stage agent have been murder- 
ed, and that col. Crowell’s plantation, &c. had been destroyed. 
Mr. —— leaves in the morning for Charleston, and if you should 
see him he will give you farther particulars,’? 

We last evening saw and conversed with the gentleman 
above alluded to, Who left Columbus on Sunday. morning, Jast 
at 7 o’clock, and from whoin we derived the following informa- 
tion. 

Extract ofa letter from the post master at Columbus, to the 
post master general: 

_ Columbus, Ga. Monday evening, May 16, 1836—at dark. 

Sir: ‘Two drivers have this moment anived bringing the dis- 
tressing intelligence that two stages containing five heavy lea- 
ther mails, accompanied by a guard of six men, and several 
passengers, making in all 14 persons, were aitacked this day 
about noon, 18 miles from this town, by a large body of Indians; 
and overpowercd, The drivers left the stages, and have reach- 
edtown. They know nothing of the guard or the passengers. 
[ have employed fifty friendly Indians at an expense of $200 to 
go out to night and bring in the mails. They will start imme- 
diately, and by morning we shall Know the fate of the mails. 
Very respectfally, J. VAN NESS, P. M. 

It was reported at Columbus that the Indians had crossed 
over to. the town of Roanoke, of which they had entire posses- 
sion, anid had in that neibborhood attacked and taken posses- 
sion of the steamboat Georgian. Tt was wot stated what depre- 
dations had been committed on this boat, but it was generally 
believed that nearly all on board bad been murdered. The 
plantation of gen. Abercrombie, a few miles below Columbus, 
had been visited by the Indians, and all the buildings on it to- 
tally destroyed. But a few of the friendly Indians who had 
been requested to repair to Columbus had made their appear- 
ance, and it was therefore the general impression that the whole 
Indian nation was preparing for a general war. 

From the Colimbus Sentinel, May 13. 

On Monday we received information that hostil' ties had com- 
menced on the road between Columbus and Montgomery, at 
the Uchee bridge, and farther on, and in the evening the bridge 
at this place and the streets leading from it were thronged with 
the unfortunate refugees who werfe fleeing before their savage 
neighbors. The pitiable condition of many of them was past 
the power of description. Wives severed from their husbands, 
and parents from their children, all dismayed, all terrorstricken, 
presented a scene which we never again desire to witness. An 
interesting looking girl, just blooming into womanhood, was 
brought in on horseback behind a benevolent stranger who had 
found her in the nation making her way, unattended, to this 
place. She started in company with her parents, but before 
they had proceeded far, they were brutally shot down before her 
eyes. She fled to the woods and escaped from her savage pur- 
suers, and was found and brought to Columbus as above stated, 
A young man arrived at this place also witnessed the savage 
murder of his parents. Another young man in the act of flee- 
ing, perceived the Indians dragging away his sister. He return- 
ed declaring he would rescue her or die in the attempt, and he 
has not since been heard of. From this time their deeds of sa- 
vage barbarity have been too numerous to particularise. A wo- 
man was brought in on Tuesday wounded in the hand, whose 
husband had been shot the preceding evening at the Uchee 
bridge. 

Colonel A. B. Dawson’s negroes, who were taken by the In- 
dians, and made their escape, state that they saw three corpses 
on the road near the Uchee bridge, a man, woman and child 
who had all been murdered. 

We learn that about 150 friendly Indians have reported them- 
selves at Fort Mitchell, and are ready to assist the whites. 

The above details are confirmed by a Columbus paper of the 
16th and a Milledgeville paper ofthe 17th instant. Itis further 
stated that the Indians had entered the house of one family, 
and murdered the whole—including husband, wife and six 
children. All were sealped,and the children beheaded. The 
house of a Mr. Colton had been attacked, and Mr. C. himself 
killed. 
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The following towns and tribes of Indians, are without doubt 
hostile; a part of the Uchees, the Hitchatics, the Pah-lo. cho- 
ko-los, the So-wo-ko-los, and a part of the Ulfallays. Ne-ah- 
Matchlee, chief of the Hitchatics, &c. is full of ill-feeling to- 
wards the white people, and determined on revenge. Old 
Neah-Micco, the head of the Creek nation, must be considered 
as hostile, having been sent for several different times, to come 
in and hold a friendly talk—and as often refused to comply 
with the request—col. Crowell has been acquainted with this 
old chief for aseries of years, and they have been on terms of 
strict friendship. 

The Indians are acting with great beldness. They had ap- 
peared within thirty yards of Fort Mitchell, and entered and 
plundered the hospital. The garrison was not strong enough 
to make a sally. 

The attack upon the mail stage is confirmed. The driver, 
and an inside passenger, were killed. Mr. Adams, an agent, 
who was in the stage, succeeded in making his escape. The 
horses attached to the stage came in at the next stage-house, 
but without the coach, ‘There were nineteen horses in com- 
pany with the coach, some of which had come in, though 
several were wounded. 

Columbus, May 16. 

Not content with the foul deeds on “terra firma,” the savages 
have approached to the brink of the Chattahoochee, and made 
their death marks on board of our steamboats. The Hyperion, 
captain Smyth, while ascending our river on yesterday, was 
fired upon by the Indians, some 15 or 20 in number, who had 
stationed themselves on the plantation of the Messrs. Aber- 
crombies,’ about 8 miles below this place. Eight rifles were dis- 
charged in quick succession, and at the first fire, Mr. Brockway, 
the first pilot on the Hyperion, who was standing on the boiler 
deck, fell dead, being shot in the throat, one of the pilots, Mr. 
Smith, was badly wounded, and four other individuals, whose 
names we have not learned. The boat was run ashore, and 
the passengers flew from her in terror and dismay. 

The old Georgian, whilst lying at Roanoke, was set on fire 
by the Indians, and burned; not a soul on board escaped, ex- 
ceptthe engineer. The town of Roanoke was at the same 
time fired and burned to ashes. We believe no lives were 
lost. 

P. 8S. We are informed that a contest is now going on be- 
tween col. Spivy’s company of mounted volunteers, and a 
party of Indians on the Alabama side of the Chattahoochee. 
A sharp firing has been heard within the last hour, and no 
doubt a severe battle is now being fought. 

The bodies of eight persons, mostly women and children, 
inhumanly mangled, were discovered near the plantation of 
Mr. Briton Harris, about thirty-four miles from West Point. 


Augusta (Ga.) May 18. 

The Indians have now cut off all communication. The 
western stage last evening brought back ali the mails forward- 
ed for Montgomery from our post office for the last week, and 
the only communication now open is the Florida line to Mo- 
hile; and there is no knowing how long that will be passable. 
Colonel Crowell’s plantation has been burnt, and it is reported 
the stage agent and two stage drivers bave been killed. The 
governor has issued his proclamation calling for two regiments 
of volunteers. 

Another letter from Augusta states that Irwinton, a flourishing 
town, on the Georgia side of the river, had also been burnt by 
the Indians. 

A letter from a gentleman in Columbus to his friend in 
Washington city dated on the 16th, after confirming the ac- 
count of the attack on the steamboats says— All the boats have 
valuable cargoes on board, and are now at the mercy of the In- 
dians. An express reached here on last night. that the town of 
Tallassce [not Tallabassee] on the Tallapoosa was destroyed. 
The work of murder goes on in Chambers county: four white 
men and a negro were killed there on last Thursday morning. 
Two men were killed this side of Tuskeegee, and yesterday 
morning the stage horses broke across the bridge here and ran 
bleeding into town, two being badly shot. Two men were 
killed in the stage, one made his escape, who got in last night, 
after being pursued by the Indians all day. The stage had 
been stopped for several days; but the contractors thought they 
would venture again, and the result of the rash attempt was as 
[have related. The man who escaped was one of the stage 
agents. Many persons are missing, and many, we presume, 
are killed. The amount of property destroyed is immense, and 
that fair portion of Alabama, included in the late treaty, will 
never be occupied again as long as an Indian resides within 
the territory. Very few friendly Indians bave come in. Ala- 
bama has no troops in the field. Georgia is doing all she can 
for her own safety, though not a single company has arrived in 
Columbus yet for her defence, 

An appeal has been made by the governor of Georgia, as 
commander-in-chief, to the citizens of that state, to fly to the 
standard of their country for the purpose of constituting a force 
which will afford protection to their fellow citizens “from the 
tomahawk and scalping knife.??) A permanent military organi- 
zation is to be kept up along the line of the Chattahoochee, 
the western boundary of the state. 

THE SOUTHERN MAILS. 
From the Washington Globe. 
From the post office department we learn, that all attempts 
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and Montgomery, Alabama, have been abandoned for the pre- 
sent. 
It may be satisfactory to the public to be informed, that there 
is good reason to believe that all the mails sent on that route 
south have gone safely through. The peril to which they were 
exposed, however, induced Mr. George Plitt, agent of the de- 
partment, who was at Columbus, to return all mails for that di- 
rection back to Augusta after the 15th instant, whence they 
have been forwarded by the lower Florida route, which is now 
the only line of communication between the south and New 
Orleans. 
The possibility that even that line may be interrupted, has in- 
duced the department to direct the entire northern mail for New 
Orsleans, and that section of the union generally,10 be sent from 
Baltimore and Washington, over the Cumberland road, to 
Wheeling, and thence down the Ohio and Mississippi rivers by 
the steamboat mail lines now in operation. No apprehension 
need be entertained in future for the safety of communication 
by mail between the eastern cities and New Orleans. 
—— 8 B Oe — 
FROM FLORIDA. 

Tallahassee, May7. God save the republic. The entire force 
of the United States army left for the defence of our frontier is 
estimated, on good authority, at 1,040 men. It is composed as 


follows: 
Seven companies, 24 regiment, artillery, 280 
Fight ” lst ni si 320 
One es 3d sad os 40 
Nine 66 4h infantry, 300 
United States dragoons, 100 
Grand total, 1,040 


The force is scattered at different points on the frontier, over 
an extent of not less than four hundred miles, viz: Tampa, Fort 
King, Fort Drane, Picolata, St. Augustine and Mosquito. The 
consequence is that each post is so weak, as to be entirely un- 
able to act on the offensive, or to punish the depredations com- 
mitted actually within the range of the guns, as was recently 
the case at Fort Drane, where we are told not a single cartridge 
was prepared for the piece of artillery left fur the protection of 
the post. The Indians have become daring and impudent toa 
degree hardly conceivable. The inhabitants are every where 
flying from midnight murder, and massacre on our devoted 
frontier. 

From an extract ofa letter from an officer in the army pub- 
lished in the Globe, we learn that that part of the army under 
the command of col. Chisholm, of the Alabama regiment, com- 
posed of the 4th regiment U.S. infantry, and part of his own 
troops were attacked on the 27th inst. about fourteen miles 
from Fort Brooke, whilst escorting the sick, stores, &c. from 
Fort Alabama, and quite a spirited engagement ensued, in 
which, it is supposed, the Indians met with severe loss. The 
action commenced at about half past 3 o’clock, P. M. and last- 
ed three hours; three killed and twenty wounded; of the last, 
three or four badly. 


Extract of a letter dated Tallahassee, May 11. 

All the plantations bordering on the Osilla river, in Jefferson 
county, have been abondoned, and the inhabitants are flying 
before the enemy. I should not be the least astonished if they 
attack Tallahassee. A report has just reached town based on 
good authority, that thirty-five of our volunteers under com- 
mand of capt. Razor, of Gadsden county, had encountered a 
party of Indians in the vicinity of St. Marks and that a despe- 
rate engagement had ensued. They could be plainly seen with 
spy glasses from the *‘old bomb proof’’—Fort St. Marks—by the 
citizens and it was generally thought that our men had out 
flanked them and cut them off from the hammock. To-night 
the whole town will be under arms. The Indian hostilities 
will retard the prosperity of our growing territory at least five 
years, unless immediate relief is sent to us. 

Advices have been received from Tallahassee to the 12th 
inst. at which time the apprehension of an attack from the In- 
dians had in some measure subsided, and the inhabitants seem- 
ed confident in their own strength—but the National Intelli- 
gencer of Saturday last says: 

A letter received in this city from Tallahassee, under date of 
May 7th, states that, on the night before, an attack was made 
by the Indians upon St. Marks, only sixteen or eighteen miles 
distant from Tallahassee! ‘This,’ says the letter, ‘is bringing 
the war near tous; and I verily believe that the country will 
be abandoned if they make a desperate rush to take it.”? 

The above cannot be true, as the Baltimore Patriot publishes 
a letter from Fort Marks, dated on the 9th, which saya that no 
Indians were seen in the vicinity, and expresses an opinion 
that the inhabitants with the seamen in port, are able to defend 
it against the savages. 

8 B Btere— 


FROM TEXAS. 

The acconnt of an important victory achieved by gen. Hons- 
ton, over the Mexicans, is confirmed in its chief particulars by 
more recent intelligence from the seat of war. The following 
letter, from col. Hockly, of the Texian army to a friend in 
Natchitoches, comprises the most interesting details, and is, 
probably, generally correct. But weare still doubtful about 
the capture of Santa Anna; the account of whieh is rendere 
apocryphal by the manner of it, and the extraoidinary pro- 
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TOSI SNORT aces 


dition, we see it stated, with some degree of probability, that 
Santa Anna was not in the battle, but in the city of Mexico 
at the time it occurred, whither he had been called to quel! 
some dissentions among the officers of government and the 
people. ‘ 

- Sir: I have but a moment to give you an account of our 
victory. Our spies having taken a courier and officer on the 
19th, who informed us that gen. Santa Annu and his army 
were across the San Jacinto, at this point; we immediately 
took up our line of march and reached that place on the morn- 
ing of the 20th; the day was passed in reconnoitering the 
enenfy. Some few shots during the time having been exchang- 
ed between the artillery without much effect on either gide. 
On the morning of the 21st, the enemy commenced maneuver- 
ing, and we expected to be attacked in our camp, as they had 
reeeived a reinforcement of 500 men, which made them 1,200 
strong; but they settled down and continued throwing upa 
breast work, that they commenced at the first news of our 
approach. We commenced the attack upon them at half-past 
5 o’clock, P. M. by a hot fire from our artillery, consisting of 
two ordinary 4 pounders. The enemy retarned our fire with 
a long brass nine-pounder. 

Our first fire having carried away their powder box caus- 
ed their loud shouting to cease. We marched up within 75 
yards, limbered our pieces and gave them the grape and canister, 
while our brave riflemen ponred in their deadly fire. In fifteen 
minutes the enemy were flying in every direction, and. were 
hotly pursued by us. They left 500 of their slain behind them. 
Never was there a victory more complete. General Cos was 
taken and killed bya pistol ball from one of our men, who 
instantly recognised him. General Santa Anna was taken 
nextday about ten miles from the place of action, by one of 
our spies, who, en being brought forward, immediately request- 
ed to see general Houston. I happened to be passing at the 
time he was conveyed to general Houston, who was lying on 
a bed in his tent, having been wounded in the action, and 
heard them say, ‘‘we surrender into your hands general Santa 
Anna, governor of the republic of Mexico.’?’ He was ordered 
to call in his aids, who were nearly all taken, among whom 
was Almontie. There were then propositions inade, of which 
you will have the details by express. 

Houston was wounded in the ancle by a musket ball in the 
early part of the eugagement; but remained on his horse until 
itterminated. There is a list of the names of the Mexican 
prisoners, which shall be transmitted you by express. They 
amount to nearly six hundred, among whom are six women. 

The manner of Santa Anna’s eapture is thus related: 

After the Mexican soldiers had thrown down their arms, the 
officers broke and endeavored to escape. The mounted rifle- 
men, however, soon overtook all but one, who distanced the 
rest; him they ran 15 miles, when his horse bogged down in 
the prairie near the Brassos timber, be then made for the tim- 
beron fvot. His pursuers in the eagerness of the chase, dashed 
into the same bog, and continued the pursuit on foot, following 
the trail of the fugitive, which was very plain owing to the re- 
cent rains, until they reached the timber, where it was lost. 
The pursuers then spread themselves and searched the woods 
for a long time in vain, when it occurred to Arnold Hunter that 
the chase might, like a hard pressed bear, have taken a tree. 
The tree tops were then examined, when lo, the game was dis- 
covered snugly ensconced in the forks of a large live-oak. The 
captors did not know who the prisoner was, until they reached 
the camp, when the Mexican soldiers exclaimed “el general, 
el general Santa Anna!”? 

The following are the propositions which, it is reported, 
Santa Anna has made to gen. Houston, viz: That he will 
pay the indemnity for the war—recognize Texas as an 
independent state, besides order the remaining part of his 
troops at present stationed in different parts of Texas, to 
assemble immediately, and lay down their arms; and that Hous- 
ton’s reply was, that Santa Anna, his officers, and the remain- 
ing part of his forces, should be shot as soon as the latter 
should make their appearance. 

General Houston had issued orders that a farther advance of 
the Mexican army should be the signal for the slaughter of 
Santa Anna, and all the prisoners. The report of the terms of 
peace were not official but zupported by a great number of 
letters from officers of the army. 

It is also reported that, with the Mexican detachment, 
$50,600 in specie were taken—200 doubloons, found in ‘Travis’ 
saddle bags, 1,400 stand of arms and 2 cannons! 

From the New Orleans Bulletin, May 9. 

Col. A. Houston, of the ‘Texian army, has arrived in the 
sieamboat Caspian, and confirms the news of the glorious vic- 
tory of gen. Houston, and has favored us with the following 
list of the Mexican officers killed, wounded and prisoners: 

Killed—gen. Castrillon, col. Barnes, col. Mora, col. Trevino, 
col. Don Jose Maria Romero, lieut. col. Manuel Aquirre, lieut. 
col. Castillo. 

‘ en Cos and many others supposed to be killed, but not yet 
ound, 


Prisoners—gen. Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, col. Almonti, 
aid de camp, Colos Ceepedes of the Guerrero battallon Bringas, 
aid to Santa Anna.. Portilla de la Pedreguire, aid to Santa 
Anna; Nuner, Valienti; lieut. cols. Filippe Romero, (wounded), 

‘alienti, Don Pedro del Gardo, Fernando Urriza, wounded, 
aid to Santa Anna, Arcos, Encie, Mugla Don Ramon Curo, pri- 
vate secretary to Santa Anna; also 5 captains and 12 lieuts. 














LATER NEWS. 
From the Louisville Journal, May 18. 

We have seen-a passenger in the steamboat Mediterrancan, 
apparently of high respectability, directly from Texas. He 
says, that he was not in the fight between the Texians and 
Mexicans, but that he heard the firing, and arrived upon the 
ground soon after the termination of the battle. He says, that 
gen. Houston came suddenly upon the enemy, about an hour 
before sunset, after a forced march of several miles. Finding 
them wholly unprepared, his troops rushed upon them with 
fixed bayonets, and the carnage was terrible. Our informant 
left the scene of slaughter on the morning afier the battle. His 
description of the incidents accords very minutely with that of 
gen. Gaines, although, at the time of his arrival here, he had 
not seen gen. Gaines’ letter. He says that, at the time of his 
leaving the Texian camp, the individual spoken of by general 
Gaines as having been found secreted in a tree, was supposed 
to be Santa Anna, but that his identity had not been satistacto- 
rily established. 

From the same. 

Later. Since writing the above, a gentleman just from Red 
river has communicated the following, as the latest intelligence 
from Texas. After routing the detachment on the east side of 
the Brassos, Houston crossed that river and attacked the maiu 
body of the Mexican army, with great effect. Many were 
killed or made prisoners, and the rest put to flight. Santa 
Anna had been identified and beheaded. About half of the 
Mexican prisoners are said to have been put to death, and the 
rest detained as hostages. 

The Memphis Enquirer of May |4th, confirms the above intel- 
ligence on the authority of a gentleman just arrived from Na- 
cogdoches, who saw Houston’s express, and had the account 
from his ewn lips. The statement that Santa Anna and his 
staff had been shot by a council of war, the Enquirer says his 
informant docs not confirm; but he states that Santa Anna 
to!d Houston that he had seut to Mexico for supplies and troops, 
which had been refused hiny, and he feared he had been sup- 
planted by gen. Bustamente, and also Santa Anna had recogniz- 
ed the independence of ‘Texas; the Enquirer adds, ‘*we have 
every confidence in the truth of this rich intelligence.”? 

Massacre of col. Fanning. The following letter from a youpg 
man of Loutsville, Ky. to his father, confirms, we think, be- 
yond doubt, the reported massacre of col. Fanning and bis de- 
tachment. Itis dated at Groce’s Crossing, on the Brazos river, 
April Il. 

‘‘DeaR FaTner: I take this opportunity of writing you a few 
lines to let you know that! am stillin existence. 1 suppose 
you will have heard before this reaches you that I was either 
taken prisoner or killed. I was taken prisoner on the 29th of 
last mouth, and kept a week, when all of us were taken with 
col, Funning, besides other prisoners were ordered out to be 
shot, but I, with six others out of five hundred and twenty-one, 
escaped. Before we were taken, col. Fanning’s party had a 
battle with the Mexicans in a large prairie, and killed and 
wounded, as the Mexicans themselves said, three hundred of 
them; but one of the Texians, who was a prisoner at the time, 
says that it took them all night of the 19th to bury their dead, 
and that we must have killed and wounded something like 
eight hundred orathousand. Their force was nineteen hun- 
dred strong—ours, two hundred and fifiy. 

‘The circumstances under which we were taken are these: 
we were completely surrounded, without any provision or wa- 
ter, and in such a situation that we could not use our cannon; 
in consequence of which we thought it best to surrender on 
the terms offered to us—which were, to treat us as prisoners of 
war, and according to the rules of Christian warfare. But how 
sadly we were deceived, the sequel will show: after starv- 
ing us for a week they ordered us oul, saying we were going 
after beef, but when we had marched about a half mile from 
the fort we were ordered to balt. The Mexicans marched all 
on one side of us, and took deliberate aim ut us, but [,-as you 
have seen, was fortunate enough to escape. I have, however, 
had monstrous hard times, baving nothing to eat for five suc- 
cessive days and nights, but atlength arrived safely here this 
morning, after a travel of two weeks through prairies and dan- 
gers, during which time [ had some narrow escapes, especially 
the night before last on the line of the picket guards of the 
Mexican force. I was near being killed or taken, 

“San Felippe is taken. The Mexicans are in Texas, but I 
think I shall live to see her free notwithstanding. We have 
near 1,500 men in the camp and expect to attack the enemy in 
a few days. 

“J am well with the exception of very sore feet, occasioned 
by walking through the prairies bare footed. To-morrow I 
shall go over the river to a farm to stay until I get entirely well, 
when I will try to avenge the death of some of my brave 
friends. All of my company were killed. 

Your affectionate son, CHAS. B. SHAIN.” 


OFFICIAL—NAVAL GENERAL ORDER. 
Navy department, 20th May, 1836. 
Whereas, it has heretofore been decided that midshipmen 
were to be considered as exempted from arrest for any debt or 
contract, under the provisions of the 15th section of the act of 
congress of the 11th of July, 1798,” for establishing and organis- 
ing a marine corps,” which section is in these words: **The 
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non-commissioned officers, musicians, seamen and marines, 
who are or shall be enlisted into the service of the United 
States, shall be, and they are hereby, exempted, during their 
erm of service, from all personal arrest fur any debt or con- 
ict.”?>) Doubts have arisen as to the correctness of this de- 
cision, the subject has been carefully examined by the attorney 
eneral of the United States, whose opinion is, that under that 
ection midshipmen cannot be considered as exempted from 
rrest'‘for debts or contracts; and as | fully concur in the 
pinion, it is decided by this department that midshipmen in 
the navy of the United States are not to be considered as 
exempted from arrest within the meaning of the foregoing sec- 
tion. ete a MAHLON DICKERSON. 
To all officers of the navy of the United States.: 
ba =— 0 @ OB Otene- 
TWENTY-FOURTII CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE. : 

May 20. Mr. Calhoun rose and stated that the committee of 
conference on the disagreeing vote on the bill authorising the 
president to accept the services of volurteers, and to raise 
another regiment of dragoons or ‘mounted riflemen, had met 
and deliberated, and that a report would be made from the 
other house. 

Mr. King, of Ala. expressed with some feeling, his regret, 
that a committee had not beey selected who, instead of going 
into the whole merits of the bill, would have confined them- 
ree to the point upon which the senate and hotise were at 

sue. 

Mr. Calhoun discussed at some length the character and ef- 
fect of the act of 1812, and argued that it would be safer and 
notin violation of the constitution to form the force provided 
by this bill as militia, rather than to make it a portion of the 
regular army. 

The message was received from the house of representatives, 
announcing that they had determined to insist upon their 
amendment. : 

‘ The amendment of the house, was, in effect, a disagreement 
from the provision introduced by the senate that the president 
and senate should have the authority to appoint the field offi- 
cers. 

' Mr. Calhoun then moved that the senate insist, and that 
qnother committee of conference be appointed vn the part of 
the senate. ~ ’ 

‘ This motion gave rise to a debate in which Messrs. King, of 
Ala. Calhoun, Porter, Leigh and Webster took part. 

On One side it was contended that the foree which the presi- 
dent ought to have power to accept should be to all intents and 
purposes militia, and that, being militia, this force should be 
officercd by the states, and not by the executive, because the 
mifitia belonging to the states, their governments, and not the 
general government, have the power of organizing them. 
There is no such thing known as a national militia. 

Ft was stated on the other side, that it might be necessary ‘to 
oranize this force into battalions, regiments and brigades, in 
case no one of the states furnish a sufficient number of men to 
form a battalion, regiment or brigade, they could not be officer- 
ed by the executive and senate. The efficiency of such a force 
would also be greatly increased by having its officers appointed 
by the general government. ~ 
‘** On motion of Mr. Calhoun, the senate then proceeded to bal- 
lot ‘for a new committee, and Messrs. Calhoun, King, of Ala. 
and Nicholas, were elected. 

The senate then, on motion of Mr. White, took up the bill 
making appropriations for suppressing Creek hostilities, which 
was read twice and referred to the committee on finance. 
~ After which the senate went iato executive business and 
then adjaurned. | 

May 21. Mr. Southard reported, from the committee on the 
District of Columbia, a bil] amendatory of an act for quieting 
possessions and confirming certain titles, &c. in the District of 
Columbia, which was ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Naudain reported a bill to incorporate the Washington 
manual labor school and male orphan asylum, in the District 
of Columbia—ordered to a second reading. 

The senate refused to take up the bill ta recharter the banks 
in the District of Columbia. 

A bill to provide for the better protection of the western 
frontier was read anid referred, as was also a bil! to construct 
an arsenal in North Carolina. 

The amendment of the house to the bill to carry into effect 

the convention with Spain was referred to the committee on 
foreign affairs. 
' The senate then proceeded to the consideration of the bill 
making appropriations for fortificetions. The question being 
on thé motion of Mr. Benton, to strike out the item of $101,000 
for the jtem of fortifications at Penobscot, and to insert an ap- 
priation of $75,000 for the present year, and $75,000 for the 
next year. 

Mr. Benton addressed the senate in support of his motion, 
and the discussion was further continued by Messrs. Southard, 
Hill, Buchanan, Wall and Ewing, of Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. Calhoun, the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. Cathoun then reported, from the commitice of confer- 
ence appointed on the disagreement between the two houses 
on the subject of the bill authorising the president to accept the 
services of volunteers, Xc. : 

The report recommended the substitution of three sections 
for the present third seetion, the effect of which is to convert 








the whole force to be accepted into volunteer militia, to be at- 
ficered by the states, in the way in which the militia are off, 
cered, with some immaterial modifications. 

‘There was bo action on the report. 

Mr. Benton moved to take up again the fortification pill. 
which was agreed to. P 

After a few words from Mr. Calhoun, the yeas and nays on 
the motion to amend were ordered. 

Mr. Calhoun suggested that the adoption of this amendment 
would fix the principle of a prospective appropriation for al! 
the works in the present bill, and he objected to such power 

ia 





being given to the secretary of war. 


The question was then taken, first on the amendment jn 
blank, and decided as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Ew- 
ing, of Ill. Grundy, Hill, Hubbard, King, of Alab. Linn, Morris, 
Niles, Preston, Robinson, Ruggles, Shepley, Talimadge, Wai- 
ker, Wall, Wright—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Calhoun, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Hen- 
dricks, King, of Georgia, Mangum, Naudain, Nicholas, Robbins, 
Swift, Tomlinson, White—13. . 

Mr. Benton then moved to fill the blank with $75,000. 

[At this period the debate was interrupted by a message 
from the house, and the senate concurred in the report of the 
committee of conference, (as before specified), and the bill to 
provide for the payment of the militia in Florida, &c. was read 
twice, and referred to the committee on military affairs. } 

The dmendment was then agreed to. 

The next question was on a motion of Mr. Preston to, strike 
out the appropriation for KennebeeX& river, which was decided 
in the negative. Ayes 7—nays 23. 

Mr. Preston then moved that the senate adjourn. Decided 
in the negative. 

Mr. Hill moved to amend the amendment by making it read 
like the preceding one, $100,000 for 1836, and $100,000 for 
1837, for furtifications at Kennebeck river. ‘This was modified 
so as to read, ‘$100,000 per annum for two years.” 

Mr. Webster asked for the yeas and nays, which were order 
ed. 
The question was then taken on the amendment, and decid- 
de as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Grun- 
dy, Hitl, Hubbard, King, of Ala. Linn, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, 
— Ruggles, Shepley, ‘Tallunadge, Walker, Wall, Wright 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Hendricks, 
King, of Geo. Mangum, Preston, Webster, White—9. 

The next amendment was to strike out $103,000 for the ap- 
propriation of a fortification at Porland harbor, and insert 
75,000 dollars per annum for two years. Agreed to—yeas 2°, 
nays 8. 

The next amendment was the appropriation for Portsmouth 
harbor, which, afier an unsuccessful motion by Mr. Preston to 
strike it out, was filled with a blank to be filled, when it ap 
peared that no quorum was present. 

+ §6'The’senate then adjourned. 

May 23. Mr. Walker, of Mississippi, presented the proceed- 
ings of a meeting in one of the counties of the state of Missis- 
sippi, on the subject of the recognition of the independence ol 
Texas. He wished to take up the subject at once, and, will 
that view, he would move a reference of these proceedings, 
and certain resolutions previously offered by Mr. Morris and 
other senators, to the committee on foreign relations. Be. 

The chair having decided that there was some informality in 
the proceedings which were cut from a newspaper, and of the 
authenticity of which there was insufficient evidence, the mo- 
tion was varied so as to refer to the furiner proceedings. 

Mr. Walker made some observations in a very enthusiastic 
tone and temper, in favor of immediate action on the subject. 

Mr. Morris was in favor of pausing on the subject before we 
proceeded so far as to connect ourselves to any particular line 
of policy. 

Mr. Preston repeated what he had formesly said on this sv- 
ject, as to his delight at the progress of their struggle for rights 
and free institutions. 

Mr. Webster expressed a wish that this question would nol 
be pressed, until we should bave official notification of the es- 
tablishment of a government in Texas. Whenever that should 
take place, he would be in favor of a recognition of the inde 
pendence of Texas. But there were other important matters 
connected with the subject, which must be considered wie! 
ever the question should come up. E 

Mr. Mangum took a somewhat similar view of the subject, 
and moved to lay the motion on the table. 

Mr. Calhoun also recommended patience to the friend: of 
Texas, on this floor, and moderation to the Texians then 
selves. He said that Texas could never again be subjected to 
Mexico, and that the Texians had Mexico in their power; but 
he repeated his hope that the advantages in their hands would 
be used with wisdom. He expressed a hope that Mr. Walker 
himself would reflect and consent to lay the motion on the 
table. 

Mr. Lewis joined in the recommendation. ie 

Mr. Walker replied—“now’s the day and now’s the hour, 
and made some further observations to sustain his position. 


M;. Calhoun repeated his suggestion that those who wished 





well to the Texians would wait until sufficient informatio" 
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should have been received. He boped there would be informa- 
tion which would enable the United States to recognize the 
J'exian government before the rising of the present congress. 

Mr. Mangum fullowed, and again urged the impropriety of 
any immediate action on the part of congress because the effect 
would be a war with Mexico, unless Mexico should be re- 
strained by paramount considerations of expediency. _ 

The motion, was then agreed to, to refer the proceedings to 
the committee on foreign relations. 

A communication was received from the treasury depart- 
ment, enclosing a statement of the condition of the deposite 
banks to the — day of May; which was ordered to be laid on 
the table, and printed. . Be. 

Mr. Benton, from the committee on military affairs, reported 
a bill for the payment of the expense of militia or volunteers 
in the southern states; which was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the fortification bill was laid on 
the table until to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. White, the rescinding resolution which 
came up as the special order, was postponed and made the 
specia! order for Thursday. 

Mr. Hubbard offered a resolution setting apart Friday and 
Saturday of every week for the consideration of private bills, 
and asked the consideration of the resolution; but an objec- 
tion was made, and the resolution lies over. 

The special orders were then postponed until to-morrow, for 
the purpose of taking up the general orders. 

The senate then adjourned. 

May 24. After the usual morning business, 

Mr. King, of Alabama, stated that from information which 
he had received, and which was entitled to the utmost re- 
liance, he learned that there were numbers of individuals who 
had been driyen by the Indians from their homesin Alabatna, 
and compelled to cross the river, and take refuge in Georgia. 
These persons, being driven from their homes, and having no 
means, are reduced to the greatest possible distress, and it 
was the duty of congress to do all which they could do to 
enable these flying citizens to sustain nature. He would, 
therefore, ask ieave to introduce at once a joint resolution to 
authorise ané direct the delivery of rations from the public 
etores to these individuals until such relief shall be no longer 
necessary. 

Leave being given, the joint resolution was intgoduced, read 
twice, and ordered to be engrossed. It was afierwards read 
a third time and passed. 


The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Hubbard, of New 
Hampshire, setting apart Fridays and Saturdays forthe ex- 
clusive consideration of private bills and private business, was 
taken up, discussed and rejected. 

A bill to provide for the payment of volunteers and militia 
employed in the service of the United States against the In- 
dians, was read a third time and passed. 

A resolution lying on the table, to authorise the payment of 
witnesses examined before the committee on public lands, in 
reference to alleged frauds, was taken up and agreed to. 

’ ‘The fortification bill was again taken up and considered 
but before a final disposition of it, the senate adjeurned. 

May 25. Mr. McKean presented a petition from citizens of 
Philadelphia against the admission of Atkansas into the union, 
without a modification of her constitution in reference to sla- 
very. 

Alter the transaction of some business of minor importance, 
the senate proceeded to the general orders, and took up the 
bill to authorise the purchase, by the United States, of public 
stock in the Louisville and Portland canal company. Some 
time was occupied in its consideration, when it was laid on the 
fable, on motion of Mr. Ewing, who stated he would call it up 
again to-morrow. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of the bill mak- 
ing appropriations for the coljection of materials, the building 
of forts, &c. which was amended, and the bill ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

[The senate refused to concur in any of the prospective ap- 
propriations. ] 

On motion of Mr. Calhoun, the senate took up the bill to re- 
gulate the deposites of the public money. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Calhoun to this bill having 
been read, 

Mr. Calhoun moved to fill the blank for the sum to be left in 
the treasury before any division is made of the surplus revenue 
among the several states of the union, with the sum of ‘‘three 
millions.?? 

The bill was then laid on the table until to-morrow, with the 
understanding that it will then be taken up. 

The bill toextend the charters of certain banks in the District 
of Columbia, being the next special order, Mr. Benton moved 
that ite consideration be postponed for the purpose of taking up 
the defence bill—negatived: ayes 14, nays 19. The bill was 
then read as reported by the committee to the senate, the 
amendments agreed to, and then the bill was made the order of 
the day for Friday next. 

The senate proceeded to consider a bill in addition to an act 
providing for the admission of Arkansas into the union, whieh 
Was amended in some unimportant particulars. After which 
the bill was reported as amended, the amendments concurred 
in, and the bill then ordered to be engrossed, and read a third 
time. 

The senate then adjourned. 
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May 26. A memorial was presented by Mr. Crittenden on 
behalt of Mr. Clay, who was confined by indisposition, having 
relation to the independence of Texas. 

Mr. Preston presented the proceedings of a meeting held in 
the city of Washington in relation to the same subject. He re- 
marked on the gratifying desire which prevailed, that as soon 
as Our government can, without violation of its obligations, it 
shall recognise the independence of Texas. 

These memorials weze referred to the committee on foreign 
affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

After the transaction of other business, which will be noticed 
in its progress, Mr. Webster moved the following resolution, on 
which he offered a few remarks enforcing the necessity of re- 
straining the territorial legislatures in their action upon bank 
charters. It was then considered and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the secretary of state communicate to the se- 
nate, as soon as they may be obtained, copies of all acts of the 
territorial legislatures of Florida, granting or creating banking 
charters, or any institutions with banking powers and privileges 
within the last three years. 

An act making appropriations for the purchase of materials, 
the erection of fortifications, the purchase of sites, &c. was 
read a third time. 

On the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were de- 
manded by Mr. Leigh, and ordered accordingly. 

The passage of the bill was t)en opposed by Messrs. Cal- 
houn, King, of Geo. and Crittenden, and advocated by Messrs. 
Benton, Walker, Rives and Webster. 

The question was then taken, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cuth- 
bert, Davis, Ewing, of Ilinvis, Goldsborough, Grundy, Hen- 
dricks, Hill, Hubbard, Kent, King, of Alabama, Linn, Morris, 
Naudain, Nicholas, Niles, Porter, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Walker, 
Webster, Wright—3l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Crittenden, Ewing, of Ohio, King, 
of Georgia, Leigh, Mangum, Moore, Preston, White—9. 

So the bill was passed. 

An act in relation to the admission of Arkansas into the 
union was read a third time, and passed. 

The joint resolution of the senate, authorising the president 
to issue rations to those citizens who have been drivea by the 
Indians from their homes in Alabama, baving been returned 
from the house with an amendment by adding the words ‘or 
Georgia”? — 

Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, moved to amend the resolution by in- 
serting afier the word ‘‘homes”’ the words *‘provided their 
homes are not in the Indian lands unceded to the United 
States.’? 

The motion to amend was not agreed to. 

The resolution and amendment were then laid on the table, 
on motion of Mr. King, of Georgia—yeas 18, nays 15. 

The senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, May 20. Mr. Lewis, from the committee of confer- 
ence, appointed by the house to confer with the senate com- 
mittee on the subject of the disagreement, on the part of the 
house, to the amendment of the senate to the bill authorising 
the president of the United States to accept the services of 
volunteers (which amendment provides that the president, with 
the advice and consent of the senate, shall commission the offi- 
cers, elected by the volunteers), reported that the committee 
could not agree and that be was instructed to move that the 
house insist upon their disagreement. 

Mr. L. stated that, although he made the motion under the 
instruction of the committee, yet he hoped it woujd not pre- 
vail, and that some gentleman would move that the house re- 
cede from their disagreement. 

After some discussign, Mr. Glascock moved that the house 
recede from their disagreement. 

At eleven o’clock, Mr. Conner called for the special order of 
the day, viz: the bill for changing the organization of the post 
office department. 

Mr. Miller, moved that the rules be suspended for the pur- 
pose of proceeding in the consideration of the subject, and 
thereupon the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The motion was agreed to; yeas 136, nays 37. 

Mr. Halsey spoke briefly in support of the motion to recede, 

Mr. Speight, believing, he said, that the bill had been suffi- 
ciently discussed, and that it ought to pass without delay, 
moved the previous question. 

The chair decided that the previous question was the motion 
to recede. 

The motion having been seconded, and the question being 
“shall the main question be now put??? 

Mr. Patton called for the yeas and nays, as he considered, 
he said, that the bill involved a violation of the constitution. 

The question was taken by yeas and yeas, and decided in 
the affirmative, yeas 126, nays 7. 

The main question being then taken, it was decided in the 
negative, yeas 74, nays 123. 

So the house refused to recede. 

The motion to insist was then agreed to. 

The remainder of the session was occupied in considering the 
bill to change the organization of the post office department, 
&c. and the bill for the discontinuance of certain post routes 
and the alteration of others. To the first several amendments 
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were offered and rejected, and it was then laid aside—the lat- 
ter was amended and made the special order of the day for 
Thursday next, and ordered to be printed. ‘The house then, at 
8 o’clock, adjourned. : 

ee the consideration in committee of the mail route 
bill, the speaker momentarily resumed the chair and on motion 
of Mr. Lewis, the house agreed to a second joint committee of 
conference, on the disagreeing votes of the two houses, upon 
the amendment of the senate to the bill authorising the presi- 
dent to accept the service of volunteers; and a committee was 
appointed on the part of the house.) 

Saturday, May 21.’ The house resumed the consideration of 
the report and resolution of the select committee on abolition 
memorials. The question being on the motion of Mr. Robert- 
£0n to recommit the report to the committee with instructions 
to report a resolution declaring that congress has no power un- 
der the constitution, to abolish slavery in the District or in the 
territories. 

Mr. Robertson resumed his remarks and spoke at length in 
pe oreo to the report, maintaining that it surrendered in 
effect, the rights and protection claimed by the south, under 
the constitution. At the expiration of the hour, the orders of 
the day were called. 

Mr. White, of Fierida, obtained the consent of the house to 
eall up the bill to provide for the payment of expenses incurred 
aud supplies furnished on acc.*int of the militia received in the 
service of the United States for the defence of Florida, 

This bill was considered as in committee of the whole, and 
amended so as to provide for the payment of all the militia and 
volunteers engaged in the Florida campaign, and have been re- 
gularly discharged. 

{This bill’is merely explanatory of a former act, by which it 
was intended to provide for all such cases. 

The committce rose and reported the bill with the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Jarvis adverted to the haste and informality in which 
bills of this kind have lately been hurried through the house. 
Bills were brought up and passed through the house, in viela- 
tion of all its rules, upon vague and insufiicient information, 
and information not communicated to the house, but to a com- 
mittee, or, as in this case, to an individual member, who was 
not upon any committee. He wished to know how long the 
system was to be pursued. If it was established, this house 
would soon have nothing to do but to register the edicts of the 
executive, and not of the supreme executive, but of his subor- 
dinates. 

A debate ensued in which Messrs. White, of Florida, Hawes, 
Granger, Speight, Cambreleng, Everett, Parker, Bell, R. M. 
Johnson, Grennell, Lincoln and Ward took part. The discus- 
sion was afterwards continued by Messrs. Jarvis, Vanderpoel, 
Graves and others. The amendments to the bill were concur- 
red in and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 

After a short time spent in considering private business the 
houee adjourned. 


Monday, May 23. After the usual morning business, the 
house resumed the consideration of the resolutions from the le- 
gislature of the state of Kentucky, with the motion to commit 
them to a committee with instructions to report a bill providing 
for the distribution of the revenue arising from the sales of pub- 
lic lands among the several states, according to their popula- 
tion. 

Mr, Cushing, of Mass. spoke at considerable length in favor 
of the proposed measure—and was followed by Mr. Haynes in 
a speech in opposition to the distribution. When he had con- 
cluded, 

Mr. Hannegan moved to Jay the resolntions on the table; and 
the question was then taken on the motion to lay on the table, 
and carried in the affirmative—ayes 110, noes 89. So the reso- 
jutions were laid on the table. 

Mr. Williams, of Ken. moved to suspend the rule for the pur- 
pose of considering the resolution from the senate, fixing a day 
for the adjournment of congress; upon which motion the yeas 
and nays were ordered, and the question being taken, was de- 
cided iu the negative, two-thirds being requircd—yeas 98, nays 
89. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Cambrelene, went into 
committee of the whole, in execution of the special order, and 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill making appropriations 
for certain fortifieations. 

Mr. Forrester resumed his remarks, and went at length into 
a consideration of the various topics connected with the sub- 
jeet, and heretofore introduced into the debate. 

The question being on the motion to appropriate $760,000 for 
the arming of fortifications, 

Mr. Mercer moved to amend the amendment by authorising 
the president of the United States to expend so much of said sum 
as he might deem expedient for the purpose of establishing a 
national foundry for the casting of cannon, if he should deem it 
expedient. 

Mr. Underwood was proceeding to give his views on the subject, 
but gave way to a motion that the committee rise; which mo- 
tion having been put, there was found to be no quorum, when 
the committee rose and reported that fact to the house. 

Mr. Pearce, of Rhode Island, moved a call of the house; 
which was ordered; but before proceeding with the call, 

Mr. Vinton moved an adjournment—decided in the negative, 
yeas 39, nays 87. Mr. Underwood again took the floor, and 
after speaking some time, gave way for a motion that the com- 
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mittee rise; decided in the negative—yeas 50, nays 71. Mr, 
Wise renewed the motion. ‘The vote on this motion was, yeas 
5L, nays 55; and no quorum voting, the committee rose, and 
reported that fact to the house. A motion was then made that 
the house adjourn, upon which the yeas and nays were order- 
ed; and the question being taken, it was decided in the nega- 
tive—yeas 66, nays 69. Mr. Adams moved a call of the house; 
upon which motion the yeas and nays were ordered, and the 
question was decided in the negative—yeas 45, nays 95. So 
the motion for a call of the house was over-ruled. 

Mr. Sutherland moved to suspené the rules so a3 to make the 
bill the order of the day for to-morrow at Il o’elock; which 
motion prevailed—yeas 110, nays 19. And then the house ad- 
journed, 


Tuesday, May 24. Mr. Adams asked the consent of the house 
to offer the two fullowing resolutions, and to state a few rea- 
sons for offering them: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be request- 
ed to communicate to this house, if not incompatible with the 
public interest, copies of any overture made since the 3d of 
March, 1829, by his authority, to the government of the United 
Mexican States, for the acquisition by the United States of any 
portion of the territories of Mexico; and copies of all corres- 
pondence between the two governments relating thereto, and 
upon any question of boundary existing between the United 
States and Mexico. 

Resolved, ‘That the president of the United States be request- 
ed to communicate to this house, if not incompatible with the 
public interest, a copy and translations of any law, decree or or- 
dinance of the Mexican republic, abolishing slavery within the 
territories thereof, which may be in possession of the executive 
department of the United States. 

Objections being made, Mr. 4dams asked leave to state his 
reasons fur desiring to move these resolutions; which being ob- 
jected to, 

Mr. Chambers, of Kentucky, moved to suspend the rules to 
allow Mr. Adams to state the reasons; and that motion was ne- 
gatived without a division. 

Mr. dams then moved to suspend the rules to allow him to 
offer the resolutions, and asked forthe yeas and nays on that 
question; which were ordered. 

Mr. Huntsman asked if the motion was divisible. He said 
he was willing to vote for the first resolution, and he did not 
doubt the president would be willing to give all the information 
required by it, byt he was opposed to receiving the second re- 
soluwion. 

Mr. Adams said, to accommodate the gentleman, (Mr. Hunts- 
man) he would modify his motion so as to apply it to the first 
resolution only. 

Mr. Huntsman then remarked that he would vote to suspend 
the rules to allow that resolution to be offered. 

Mr. Thompson, of South Carolina, stated that if the house 
shonld allow the resolution to be offered, and when it should 
come before the house, he should move an amendment to it, 
(proposing, it was understood, to ask of the executive his opi- 
nion as to the expediency of recognizing the independence of 
Texas). 

The question was then taken on suspending the rules to en- 
able Mr. Adams to offer the first of the above resolutions, and 
decided ag follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, John Quincy Adams, Chilton Allan, H. Al- 
len, Ash, Ashley, Bailey, Beaumont, Bell, Borden, Boyd, Briggs, 
Buchanan, Bunch, W. B. Calhoun, Carter, J. Chambers, Childs, 
Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Crane, Cushing, De- 
berry, Denny, Everett, French. Fry, Philo C. Fuller, R. Garland, 
Granger, Grantland, Graves, H. Hall, Hard, Harper, S. 8. Har- 
rison, A. G. Harrison, Hawes, Hazeltine, Heister, Hoar, Hol- 
sey, Howell, Huntsman, Ingersoll, W. Jackson, J. Jackson, 
Janes, Jarvis, Kinnard, Laporte, Lawrence, L. Lea, Lincoln, 
Logan, J. Mann, S. Mason, McCarty, McKay, McKennan, 
Mercer, Parker, Patton, J. A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Phillips, Potts, 
Russell, Seymour, Slade, Spangler, Sprague, Standefer, Steele, 
Storer, Taliaferro, Thomas, J. Tomson, W. Thompson, Turner, 
Underwood, E. Whittlesey—82. 

NAYS—Messrs. Beale, Bean, Boon, Bouldin, Bovee, Cam- 
breleng, Carr, Casey, Chaney, J. F. H. Claiborne, Coles, Craig, 
Cramer, Cushman, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Duntap, Fairfield, 
Farlin, Galbraith, Glascock, Haley, Hamer, Hannegan, Haynes, 
Howard, Hubley, Ingham, Cave Johnson, J. W. Jones, Judson, 
Kennon, Kilgore, Lane, G. Lee, J. Lee, Leonard, Loyall, 
Lyon, Abija Mann, Martin, William Mason, May, McComas, 
McKeon, McLene, Miller, Montgomery, Owens, Parks, Patter- 
son, F. Pierce, Phelps, Pinckney, John Reynolds, Joseph Rey 
nolds, Roane, Rogers, Wm. B. Shepard, Aug. H. Shepperd, 
Smith, Sutherland, Toucey, Turrill, Vinton, Wardwell, 5S. Wil- 
liams—68. 

So the house refused (two-thirds of the members present be- 
ing required to carry it) tosuspend the rulesto allow Mr. Adams 
to offer his resolution. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the report of 
the select committee on the subject of the abolition of slavery, 
the pending question being the motion of Mr. Robertson to re- 
commit the same, with instructions to report a resolution de- 
claring that congress has no power, under the constitution to 
interfere with the subject of slavery in the District of Columbia 
or in the territories of the United States. 

Mr. R. resumed his remarks and spoke until the expiration 
of the hour. 
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Mr. Can.breieng moved that the house go into committee of 
the whole. 

Mr. Chilton Allan moved to suspend the rules, for the pur- 
pose of taking up the bill to appropriate, fora limited time, the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands in the United States, 
and for granting land to certain states, with the several mations 
pending to comunit the same. 

Mr. C. Allan said that he would renew this motion from day 
to day, if he could get the floor, and would call upon his friends 
to give the yeas and nays. — It was his desire to bring the house 
to a direct vote on the bill, that the question might not be 
dodged. 

Qn this question, the yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken, it was decided in the negative—yeas 72, nays 108. 

The house then tesol ved itself into a committee of the whole, 
for the further consideration of the bill making appropriations 
fer certain fortifications. 

Mr. Underwood resumed and concluded his speech. A de- 
sultory discussion then ensued, which occupied the attention 
ef the committee until about kalf past 12 o’clock, (at night), 
when it arose, reported the bill with amendimeuts, and then the 
house adjourned. 

Wednesday, May 235. After the usual preparatory business, 
the house again took up the unfinished business of the morning 
hour, being the report of the select committee to Whom was 
referred the memorials and petitions on the subject of slavery. 

Mr. Robertson then resumed his argument in favor of his 
motion, Which was to recommit the report with instructions to 
report a resolution declaring that congress has no right to inter- 
fere in the subject of slavery iu the District of Columbia or in 
the territories of the United States; and, after speaking at 
fength upon the various subjects connected with the report, 
concluded his remarks. 

Mr. Owens expressed an opinion that the discussion ought 
not to be continued, and moved the previous question. 

Mr. Williams, of Ky. called for the orders of the day, lost— 
ayes 64, noes 86. 

‘The house seconded the call for the previous question, 95 to 
89, and the main question was ordered to be put by a vote of 
109 to 89. 

The first resolution of the committee declaring that congress 
possesses no constitutional authority to interfere, in any way, 
with the institution of slavery in any of the states of this confe- 
deracy, was then taken up, 

Mr. Adams said if the house would allow him five minutes 
time he would prove that resolution to be falsc and utterly un- 
true. 


The following gentlemen refused to vote: 

Messrs. Rubertson and Wise, of Va. Glascock, of Ga. Thomp- 
son and Pickens of South Carolina. 

Before the vote was announced the house passed to the spe- 
cial order. 

[Eight gentlemen only were understood to have voted in the 
negative, viz: Messrs. Adams, Everett, Slade, Clarke, Denny, 
Jackson, of Mass. Phillips and Potts. ] 

The house then went into committee on the joint resolution 
to authorise the president of the United States to furnish ra- 
tions to certain citizens of Alabama, which was discussed at 
length by Messrs. Huwes, Lewis, Townes, Whittlesey, of Olio, 
Parker, Halsey, Lane, Gluscock, Wise. 

Qa motion ot Mr. Boyd, the committee rose. 

On motion of Mr. Lane, the committee of the whole was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the resolution. 

The whole action of the committee being rendered null and 
void by the discharge, 

Mr. Miller moved to amend by inserting the words ‘‘and 
Georgia,’’ after the word Alabama. 

Mr. Cave Johnson called for the previous question; which 
was seconded by the house—yeas 88, nays 34. 

The main question was then put, and the resolution was or- 
dered to a third reading. 

The resolution was then read a third time by general con- 
fent, and was passed without a count. 

The speaker presented several executive communications, af- 
ter which, the house adjourned. 


Thursday, May 26. The unfinished business of the morning 
hour, being the consideration of the report (by Mr. Pinckney) 
on the abolition petitions and memorials, was then taken up. 

The chair stated that he had deliberated carefully upon the 
novel and delicate questions submitted at the expiration of the 
morning hour yesterday; and had found that, in a case which 
occurred in 1882, it was decided that the decision of the main 
question could not be arrested by the consideration of the sub- 
ject of excusing any gentleman who might ask to he excused 
from voting; and, in that case, the question upon excusing was 
postponed till after the vote had been declared, and bad never 
been decided to this hour. 

In accordance with that precedent, the chair decided that it 
Was his duty to announce the decision of the house upon the 
first resolution; and leave the question of excusing those gen- 
tlemen who had requested jit to a subsequent stage of the pro- 
Ceedings; and he was proceeding to aunounce the vote, when 

Mr. Whittlesey appealed from the decision of the chair, and 
asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. Adams said, as the chair had rested on a decision which 
Was presented to him, he wished to state that, when he asked 
to be excused from voting, and was refused by the house, bis 
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reasons were assigned in writing, were entered on the journal, 
and were there to be found. 

The chair replied that he was aware that such was the fact. 

Mr. Whittlesey said that he wished to make a few remarks 
on the appeal. 

The chair said it was not debateable. 

The question was then taken and decided, yeas 138, nays 46. 
So the decision of the chair was sustained. 

The vote of yesterday, on the first resolution, was then de- 
clared to be—yeas 182, nays 9. So the first resolution reported 
by the committee was agreed to, in the following terms: 

‘* Resolved, That congress possesses no constitutional authority 
to interfere, in any way, with the institution of slavery in any 
of the states of this contederacy.”? 

The second resolution was then read as follows: 

** Resolved, That congress ought not to interfere, in any way, 
with slavery in the District of Columbia.’ 

The question being taken on this resolution, was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 132, nays 45. 

So the second resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. Adams asked to be excused from voting, and Mr. Gran- 
ger and Mr. Wise declined doing so; when, after some confu- 
oo the question being on the third resolution, it was read as 
vllows: 

‘‘And whereas it is extremely important and desirable that 
the agitation on this subject should be finally arrested, for the 
purpose of restoring tranquillity to the public mind, your com- 
mittee respectfully recommend the adoption of the following 
additional resolution, viz: 

‘*Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, resolutions, propo- 
sitions or papers, relating, in any way, or to any extent what- 
ever, to the subject of slavery, or the abolition of slavery, shall, 
without being either printed or referred, be laid upon the table, 
and that no further action whatever shall be had thereon.” 

Mr. Phillips objected to the resolution on the ground that it 
was not in conformity with the instructions to the committee. 
It was now 11 o’clock and the chair annonced the special 
order. Mr. Pinckney moved a suspension of the rules. Agreed 
to—ayes 126. Mr. Phillips after again rising to a question 
of order, moved to lay the resolution on the table—negativ- 
ed, yeas 69, nays 118. The question next recurred on the 
passage of the resolution, and the name of Mr. dams having 
been called, he said the resolution was in direct violation of 
the constitution of the United States. He was called to order, 
after which the vote was taken, and the resolution agreed to. 
Ayes 117, nays 68. [The yeas and nays will be published in 
our next.) 

Mr. Pinckney moved, under instructions of the select com- 
mittee on abolition, that 5,000 extia copies of the report and 
resolutions be printed. 

The chair stated that the motion must lie one day. 

The chair stated to the house that the questions of order 
which had arisen in the course of the consideration of the re- 
portand resolutions having been snspended, under a decision 
of the chair, sustained by the house, until the decision of the 
louse was ascertained on the resolutions, upon which the 
previous question had been ordercd, were now in order and 
subject to the disposition of the house. He also stated thathe 
had received written communications from two members, stat- 
ing their views on certain points of order, which were also sub- 
ject to the disposition of the house. 

Mr. Glascock arose to give his reasons for asking to be ex» 
cused from voting, when a scene of confusion ensued which 
was only terminated by the house proceeding to the orders of 
the day; when it resumed the consideration of the bill to changé 
the organization of the post office department, and to provide 
more effectually for the settlement of the accounts thereof, 

The bill had been reported from the committee of the whole, 
with sundry amendments, and the question was on concurring 
with the committee in these proposed amendments—Some of 
which were agreed to without opposition, and others occupied 
the attention of the house until the hour of adjournment, 

BB tern 
THE TOBACCO TRADE, 
IN THE SENATE—MAY 2. 

The senate having resumed the consideration of the follow- 
ing resolutions, submitted some days ago by Mr. Kent, of Mary- 
land: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be re- 
quested to open negotiations with the government of France, 
as soon asthe diplomatic intercourse between the two coun- 
tries shall be renewed, for the purpose of placing our trade in 
tobacco with that country upon a more liberal footing than the 
existing system of administration ‘“‘en regie’? admits of, and 
corresponding better with the generous spirit exhibited hereto- 
fore, as well as at this time, by the United States, in reducing 
the duties on various products from that country. 

And the question being on agreeing to the resolution—Mr. 
Kent said be had been induced to offer the resolution just read, 
under the persuasion that the renewal of diplomatic intercourse 
between the two countries would be an auspicious moment to 
attempt to place our trade with France upon a footing of 
greater reciprocity than existed at present, in his estimation, 
especially as regards the article of tobacco, which, in amount 
shipped to foreign conntries, exceeds that of any other agricul- 
tural product except cotton. 

We (said Mr. K.) are importing, very freely, indeed, the 
silks, wines and brandies from France at this time almost free 
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of duty. Our trade in those articles is every day increasing; 
and low as the duties are at present, they will, under our exist- 
ing laws regulating our tariff, be made still lower during the 
next four years. Under these favorable circumstances, all the 
productions of that country, at the head of which are the arti- 
cles I have mentioned, are rapidly finding their way to us, and 
entering freely into out daily consumption, whilst the products 
of the United States, sent to France in exchange increase but 
in a small degree, except the article of cotton. Tobacco, the 

rowth of this country, is of a superior quality to that they are 
orced to grow in France, in consequence of the high duties 
im d upon it; and could the government of that country be 
induced to reciprocate the liberal spirit evinced on the part of 
the government of the United States, in our commercial regu- 
lations with ber, and remove the restraints existing under her 
Jaws upon our tobacco trade, which are truly embairassing and 
injurious to it, it would prove mutually beneficial. France 
could then advantageously discontinue its cultivation, and 
more of her products suitable to our consumption would be 
produced, and those much more congenial to her soil, and the 
habits of her people, than the culture of an inferior description 
of tobacco, whilst our citizens would be encouraged in their 
use by finding that, in doing so, they were extending their 
market for an article the growth of which had been long fami- 
liar to them, and which continued to employ a large capital in 
its production, 


I presume, Mr. President, more capital is engaged at this 
time in the cultivation of tobacco than is employed in produc- 
ing sugar and rice together. 

n Austria the system of monopoly also exists similar to that 
which prevails in France at this time. Under our existing 
commercial regulations with that country, liberal in every re- 
spect but as regards the article of tobacco, we rarely find a 
hogshead of tobacco from cur country finding its way into an 
Austrian port, and it has only been latterly that the enterpris- 
ing tobacco dealers of Bremen have been able to extend the 
wv introduced in that country to a few thousand hogs- 

eads. 

In England, also, the duty is excessive. 

I have submitted the resolution before you, Mr. President, 
and made these few remarks, that the attention of the execu- 
tive department of the government may be forcibly drawn to 
an important branch of our trade, at a moment when it appears 
we are about to introduce in the freest manner all foreign pro- 
duction into our country. 


Commerce consists of an exchange of commodities, and 
unless those exchanges are reciprocal, it cannot continue long, 
or to any extent beneficially. During the last three years, so 
far as our custom-house returns are a safe guide, our imports 
have exceeded our exports between sixty-eight and sixty-nine 
millions of dollars. [| am aware that a large portion of this 
apparent balance, during a prosperous condition of our com- 
merce, is absorbed by freights, commissions and profits; but let 
@ reverse occur, and our produce be sent to a declining market, 
and this balance against our exports is no longer nominal; it is 
real, and can only be discharged by exporting our specie to 

y it. 

The resolution I have submitted refers to a lucrative portion 
of our trade; one valuable from its amount as well as its im- 
portance to our shipping interest. From its bulky character, 
it requires a large proportion of tonnage to transport it to mar- 
ket. Under these considerations, I hope it will receive the 
sanction of the senate. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 


8 B Ot 


FOREIGN PAUPERS. 

In the senate of the United States, May 2, Mr. Davis, of Mas- 
sachusetts presented the following resolution, adopted by the 
legislature of that state. 

Resolved, That it is expedient to instruct our senators and 
request our representatives in congress to use their endeavors 
to obtain the passage of a law to prevent the introduction of 
foreign paupers into this country, and to favor any other mea- 
sures which congress may be disposed to adopt to effect this 
object. 

r. Davis said he feared the resolve would not be fully un- 
derstood in all parts of the country, and would therefore take 
Jeave to offer some explanation of the reason which had proba- 
bly induced the legislature to act upon the subject. 

He need not say it was important, as, otherwise, it would 
not be presented herein this form. If he did not mistake the 
signs of the times, the wrongs which had been infticted on Mas- 
sachusetis would soon reach other places, and the country 
would participate in her sentiments. 

It is well known that pauperism in Europe has become a great 
and oppressive burden. In England, especially, it has become 
s0 powerful in numbers and physical power, as to be, in some 
districts, almost uncontrollable. The number had not, to his 
knowledge, been accurately ascertained, but the means were at 
hand to prove that the aggregate and power were great and op- 

ressive. [t appeared, from parliamentary documents, that in 

818, the sum expended by the parishes in England and Wales 
alone, where these corporations provide for the poor, amount- 
ed to about thirty-eight millions of dollars; a sum greater than 
the whole revenue of this country for public purposes. 

The burden, as well as other evils, were so severely felt, that 
the public attention had been drawn to the subject, with a hope 
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of obtaining relief, Much had been written and much said bus 
no efficient action had taken place up to 1833, when the king 
appuinted a commission, with large powers, to collect evidence 
and report to the parliament. The commissioners appointed a 
large number of sub commissioners, assigning to each a district 

and authorising them to collect evidence, and report to the ge- 
neral board. 

They proceeded in the execution of their duty, and their re- 
ports, with the evidence, went with the report of the genera} 
board into parliament, when all were published, and fill a large 
number of closely printed folio volumes, which are in the pus- 
session of the United States. 

These volumes shed light upon this subject, which may we}| 
fill the mind with astonishment. 

The evidence shows that the paupers of England and Walvs 
are debased, demoralized and depraved to a degree that sur- 
passes belief; and the commissioners impute much of this to 
the mode of granting relief. This deserves to be much consi- 
dered; for the mode did not essentially differ from that pursued 
in many places in this country. 

It was founded on an equitable arrangement, by which they 
attempted to measure out relief in proportion to the necessity 
ofthe pauper. It appeared that the relief was furnished by a 
scale, it is called, and the pauper usually received it at his 
place of abode. 

To a married person the allowance was more liberal than to 
one single; te one with children more liberal than to one with- 
out. Consequences of the most disgusting character had re- 
sulted from this arrangement. 

Marriages, such as could never have been anticipated, had 
been solemnized. Women advenced in life had led minors to 
the altar, and nuptials of the most thoughtless, revolting cha- 
racter had been consecrated, and followed by domestic rela- 
tions, such as may be easily imagined where there is no motive 
to union beyond the sordid one of obtaining larger allowances. 

As children give to the parent enlarged claims to public boun- 
ty, females abandoned themselves to shameless debauchery, 
and thus, and for such causes, seduction and open profligacy 
were encouraged. These were not matters of occasional oc- 
currence, but, as the commissioners state, common, every day’s 
practice. 

So shameless and lost are they to all moral decency and pro- 
priety, that they treat with scorn and contempt those who en- 
deavor, by honest labor, to sustain themselves; they sneer at 
them as slaves to their own necessities, as in a condition less 
independent and more to be deplored than their own, holding 
themselves to be a privileged body, an aristocracy living upon 
what they extort from others. Thus they seduce the industrious 
from their principles and habits, and convert them into associ- 
ates in their own idleness and vice. 

In this manner the tide of pauperism has swelled and swept 
with a fearful current over some portions of England, bidding 
defiance to the laws, and almost prostrating the civil authority. 

In one parish the numbers increased, and the demands with 
them, until the taxes exceeded the rents and income of the 
whole landed territory, and landlords and tenants, being thus 
made paupers, abandoned the soil. 

In many parishes the officers have declared, that they dare 
not withhold relief, even when demanded by persons well able 
to support themselves, for fear of personal injury or malicious 
mischief to their property; and it is said, that the burning of 
many ricks of hay and grain, of which we have heard, come 
from this cause. 

Such is a faint outline of the picture of idleness and moral! 
depravity disclosed by this evidence, and it is but an outline, 
for the details of disgusting particulars would more than sus- 
tain and fill up the picture. The proof shows that their lives 
are stained with guilt and crime. It is greatly to be deplored 
that such a state of things exists; but such is the character of 
these proofs, that it may well be doubted if there is among 
civilized man to be found another class so reckless and de- 
praved. 


It is not singular that the body politic should seek relief 
from such a disease, preying upon its vitals, and threatening it 
with abiding infirmity. 

This, (said Mr. Davis), brings me to a point where I wil! 
show the interest which the American people have in this 
matter. Inthe course of the inquiries made by the commis 
sioners, they discovered that some of the parishes had, of their 
own accord, and without any authority in law, as it seems, 
adopted the plan of ridding themselves of the evil, by. persuad- 
ing the paupers to emigrate to this side of the Atlantic. And 
whom, Mr. President, did they send? The most idle and vi- 
cious; furnishing them with money, besides paving their pas- 
sage, and then leaving them on this continent, either to reforin, 
or to rely on the people bere for support. The commissioners, 
forcibly impressed with the efficiency of this plan, as a com- 
plete remedy, strongly recommended to parliament to adopt it, 
and to authorise the parishes to raise money by taxes for this 
purpose. They propose, too, that the most idle, debauched 
and corrupt, the incurable portion, should be selected for this 
purpose; while the better portion should be left, to be reclaim- 
ed when detached from the force of evil counsel and evil ex- 
ample. They do not, it is true, propose to send them to the 
United States; this would be too bold a proposition; but it 
seems that they have no objection to their finding their way 
hither. True to their own sentiments and unconquerable idle- 
ness, these paupers no sooner reach here, than they cast them- 
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selves upon the public for support. Those acknowledging 
themselves to be pauper emigrants, have been repeatedly found 
in the house of industry in Bosten, with the very money re- 
ceived from the parish concealed about them, and, in some in- 
stances, to prevent detection, sewed into their clothes. Out 
of 866 persons received into that place, during the last year, 
516 were foreigners; not all, by any means, of this class, nor is 
it possible to ascertain how many. In this way, Massachu- 
setts disburses from her public treasury, over filly thousand 
dollars annually, to relieve foreign paupers, and this but iim- 
erfectly meets the expense. — ae 

She has attempted to modify the evil by countervailing le- 

gislation, by requiring bords trom masters of vessels bringing 
foreign passengers, conditioned that for a given period they 
shall not become chargeable to the public. This, however, 
proves inadequate; for while her laws on this subject are more 
humane than some of the adjoining states, the emigrants will 
find their way into the commonwealth. Many, doubtless, are 
sent out to the neighboring provinces, and thence come to us 
coastwise; others, perhaps, have, or will enter by the Canada 
frontier, and penetrate to places where they can find the best 
provision for them. They have been detected in New York, 
as in Massachusetts. 
' Now, sir, is it just? Is it morally right for Great Britain to 
attempt to throw upon us this oppressive hurden of sustaining 
her poor? Shall she be permitted to legislate them out of the 
kingdom, and to impose on us a tax for their support, without an 
effort On Our part to countervail sucha policy? Would it nat 
be wronging our Own virtuous poor to divide their bread with 
those who have no just or natural claims upon us? And above 
all, sir, shall we fold our arms and see this moral pestilence 
sent amongst us to poison the public mind, and do irremediable 
mischief? Sir, [| hope this country will always afford an asy- 
lum to the worthy and oppressed, of all classes and conditions; 
but humanity makes no appeal to us to receive and cherish 
those who have no respect for virtue, morality or themselves; 
those who are forced among us, because they are too corrupt, 
debauched and indolent, to be tolerated in a country not over 
scrupulous in its morals.* 

The subject, sir, merits consideration and further examina- 
tion; and [ move the printing of the resolutioa, and its refer- 
ence to the committee on commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

*Since making the above remarks, the following table has 
been furnished by a friend:— 
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New York, May 18. Within the past sixteen days, up to four 
o’clock, P. M. of Monday, there have arrived at tuis port 5,740 
assengers. Upwards of one hundred of this number applied 
or relief to the commissioners of the alms-house, The several 
parishes from whence they come, have paid many Of their passa- 
ges for the sake of getting rid of them. The above number is 
exclusive of vessels carrying less than forty passengers. 
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THE INDIANS.—WINNEBAGO SCHOOL, 
From the Galena Advertiser. 


The school established by government, for the benefit of the 
Ni age a at Prarie du Chien, contains at this time, 9 scho- 
ars, Viz: ' 

Three Winnebago boys, and one woman of the same nation. 
One half breed woman (Winnebago and Sac) and ber little 
girl. 

One quarter breed girl (Winnebago and white). 

One Menominee woman and her daughter, (half breed). 


When we look at the experse which this establishment has 

been and is to the government, and the little benefit which the 

Indians derive from it, it may well excite the surprise of those 

who believe that government should be administered with an 

eye to the strictest economy, that it is not abolished at once. 

Here are a few of the items of the expense to the government 

of this philanthropic institution. The buildings in the outstart, 

cost the government $3,000, and the annual expense of the es- 

tablishment $4,500. The teachers’ salaties, boarding of scho- 

lars, and other immediate expenses of the school, $3,000, add 

to which $1,500 for labor on a farm attached to the establish- 

ment makes the sum $4,500. This sum, treble what it ought 
to be, is expended to little if any purpose. The school is not 

recognized by the Indians, and is looked upon by them with 

any other than friendly feelings. They have taken their chil- 
dren away from it, and are loud in their execrations against 
government, for imposing it upon them. Its expenses are de- 
frayed hy government, but nevertheless they look upon it as 
another fraud and imposition upon their ignorance and creduli- 
ty, which has so repeatedly been practised upon this frontier. 
The manner in which the Indian department has been conduct- 
ed, is perfectly unknown to the public generally, but could all 
the facts connected with the department come out—could the 
transactions of the department with its under agents, traders, 
&c. and they with the Indians, be laid bare to the public gaze, 
we are confident there would be but one opinion among honest 
and disinterested men, of its value or benefit to the government 
or the Indians, under its present organization. The manner of 
paying money to the Indians, we look upon as a very poor one 
at best. The English mode of treating with the Indians we 
consider altogether the most proper and beneficial to all con- 
cerned. We are not disposed to find fault without a cause, 
neither are we about to suggest anew method fora different 
organization of the department, but we believe if a different 
course was pursued towards the Indians, we would not hear of 
so much discontent manifested among them. Let government 
once or twice a year, spring and fall, assemble the Indians by 
tribes, at some convenient point, and make them presents, not 
in money, but in corn, meat, blankets and other necessaries of 
life, to the full value of their annuities, and let these presents 
or rations be distributed by honest and responsible men, who 
have no pecuniary interest in their disposal, and under the di- 
rect surveilance of the department. We are confident that if 
some such arrangement could be effected, it would operate ad- 
vantageously to the future peace of the frontier, and while ren- 
dering the Indians comfortable and at ease, it would preserve a 
friendly disposition towards the whites. Responsible men can 
be found all along the frontier, every way competent, by ac- 
quaintance with the habits, character and disposition of the 
Indians, for disbursing agents. Warehouses might be built and 
furnished for the purpose with a supply for each tribe per year, 
and enough might be given out to them at one time to last them 
until another regular distribution. Government having pur- 
chased their lands, their finest hunting grounds, and located 
them on lands which yield little or nothing from cultivation or 
game, many of the tribes are in a truly pitiable condition. Fhey 
dare not come back on their old hunting grounds, lest it be 
deemed an infraction of the treaty, which they had agreed to, in 
many instances, while in a state of little better than inebriety, 
and defrauded and swindled by mea in whom they had put con- 
fiderice, the poor devils are left to pick their way through the 
world as they best may, living upon the scanty roots which the 
soil affords, or shooting the settlers’ hogs and cattle when they 
happen to wander too near their wigwams. In this state of 
things it is not the Jeast surprising that their passions should 
become inflamed, and discontent spread rapidly among them. 
Government should take them into its especial keeping and pro- 
tection. We have realized an immense surplus revenue ows 
the sale of their hunting grounds, and in what manner could we 
better dispose of a part of it, than in ameliorating their condi- 
tion as far as possible, and in strengthening the friendly relations 
existing between us. 


At present many of the immediate disbursing agents, are tra- 
ders, who have credited the Indians toa large amount in expec- 
tation of deducting it out of their annual annuities When the 
money should be placed in their hands. We are informed that 
one trading establishment had credited the Indians to a ‘heavy 
amount, during the past year, no one knows for what, and 
when the annuities came on, refused to distribute them, but 
hold on to the whole amount—@11,000. Is this justice to the 
Indian? Is this the way that a high-minded, liberal people 
should treat the weak and deluded sons of the forest? Assured- 
ly not. But the answer may be returned that the Indians have 
received the value of the money in goods and liquids—perhaps 
they have. But do these gentlemen—these traders} account 
for the distribution of the money, and how and to whom was 
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dent of Indian affairs, but are these accounts open to the in- 
spection of the public? 

Why is it that we never hear of Indian disturbances on the 
Canadian frontier? Because the policy pursued by that govern- 
ment towards theif red neighbors, has been such that it secures 
the good will, while it ameliorates in a degree, their moral con- 
dition. The Indian knows not the real value of money, only 
that it secures to him the gratifying of his vicious propensity 
for drink, which the whites have introduced, is the summit of 
his wish as long as he has a cent of the unexpended annuity 
left in his pouch. This excites brawls among themselves, often, 
ay very often, ending in the destruction of life, and sometimes 

n the death of a white, against whom they have a grudge, or 
from whom they have received an affront. If a white man 
kills an Indian, there is nothing said about it—the offender is 
never brought to justice. Butif an Indian kills a white man, 
he is pursued with the utmost rigor of the laws—detachments 
of troops are sent in pursuit, and the offender is demanded of 
the tribe of which he happens to be a member. So there is no 
other resource but to surrender up the offender, or resist in open 
and sanguinary war. The offender is taken by the whites, tried 
by the same, whites give testimony against him, and he is final- 
ly executed by the whites. 

Butthe school. Letters have frequently gone on to Wash- 
ington, disclosing the real situation of this establishment, but 
there appears to have been no attention paid to them. Indivi- 
duals have laid these facts before the department, and yet there 
is no remedy. Government still pours its thousands into the 
fap of the rev. schoolmaster, without considering whether ihe 
Indians reap any benefit from the institution or no. How long 
thig state of things may last, we know not, but if there is not 
something done, and that speedily, in relation to this matter, 
the department will not gain many admirers of its efficiency and 
usefulness, in this quarter. All parties join in the opiuion, that 
4,500 dollars per annum. for educating nine Indian women and 
children, is paying rather dear for the whistle. 

98 @ Cte 
TO THE PUBLIC. 
Kalamazoo land office, April 20th, 1835. 

The undersigned deeply regreiting the nefarious transactions, 
which are daily practised and repeated by certain individuals 
in the vicinity of this land office, and impelled by a sense of 
duty, both to the public and themselves, feel bound to state, 
that from facts and circumstances within their knowledge, 
they are thoroughly convinced that numerous individuals, 
without capital, and without integrity, are in the constant prac- 
tice of making applications to the register of this office for 
large quantities of land for the purpose of imposing upon the 
honest purchaser, by inducing him to pay them for what they 
are pleased to call their right, thereby assuming and exercising 
a partial control over numerous lots of land, without either 
the intention or ability to pay for it, and in many instances 
with no knowledge of its quality. This practice, so dastardly 
in itself, and so injurious in its consequences, is nevertheless 
beyond the power of the officers wholly to prevent. Many in- 
stances have therefore occurred where these gentry have taken 
applications for land and being unable to sell their right, have 
failed to complete them—thus leaving the Jand marked on the 
plats as sold until the arrears of business could be brought up 
and the fraud detected. Other individuals may have honestly 
applied, in the mean time for the same land, and been answer- 
ed that it was taken, when an application, subsequent to the 
detection of this fraud, may have purchased it; thereby causing, 
on the part of the intermediate applicants, just indignation, 
and inducing them in some instances, to reproach the officers 
and charge them with exercising partiality among purchasers. 
It is therefore confidently hoped, that real and honest pur- 
chasers will aid in suppressing this species of swindling, by 
treating every effort of the kind with merited contempt. 

A. EDWARDS, register. 
THOS. C. SHELDON, receiver of public moneys. 
+B BD Otten 
DINNER TO MR. FOX, 
In celebration of the mediation of Great Britain between the 
United States and France. 

A number of gentlemen of Bullimore having determined to 
express their approbation of the liberal course pursued towards 
the United States by the government of Great Britain in the 
affair of the mediation, took an early opportunity after the arri- 
val of Henry S. Foz, esq. bis Britannic majesty’s minister, to 
invite him to a dinner to be given at Mr. Page’s in this city, on 
the 7th inst. Mr. Fox promptly accepted the invitation, and 
suitable preparations were accordingly made to signalize the 
event which the dinner was intended to celebrate. The chief 
justice of the United States, the vice president and the heads of 
departments, the diplomatic representatives of foreign powers, 
(including the secretary of the British legation and the British 
consul at Baltimore), the commissioners of the navy, the Mary- 
land senators in the United States senate, the representatives 
in congress from the city of Baltimore, the district judge of this 
district, and the mayor of the city, were invited as guests. 

On Saturday, the 7th inst. the company sat down to dinner 
at half past six o’clock. The table was most sumptuously sup- 
plied with every thing to gratify the palate, served up with an 
elegance certainly never surpassed, if ever equalled, at any 
mag dinner in this city. The liberality and taste of the host, 

r. Page, were conspicuously displayed in the abundance as 
well as in the matchless cookery of his viands, in the delicacies 
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which his research had provided, in the costliness, excellence 
and variety of his wines, and in the rich embellishments with 
which the board was adorned. The room was decorated with 
portraits of the president of the United States and of William 
the fourth, surrounded each with the flag of his country. For 
the taste exhibited in these and other arrangements of the feast, 
we are indebted to col. John T'homas. 

Mr. Gilmor presided, assisted by J. Meredith, J. P. Kennedy, 
Dr. Macauley and J. S. Nicholas as vice presidents. 

During the evening the company drank the following toasts: 

1. Som president of the United States. 

2. His Britannic majesty William the fourth—we recognise in 
his late mediation, on one hand, the chivalrous courtesy of a 
gallant nation to an ancient and brave foe and, on the other, an 
honorable acknowledgment of the ties of kindred to a people 
who have iaherited with English law and liberty a claim to 
share in the early triumphs of England’s arts and arms. May 
this sentiment be the sure foundation of perpetual friendship 
between us and our father-iand. 

This sentiment was received witha lively manifestation of 
good feeling by the company, and was responded to by Mr. Fox 
in the following language: 

Gentlemen: I thank you, most cordially, in the name of my 
government and of my country, for the manner in which you 
have drunk the health of the sovereign of Great Britain, and for 
the handsome terms in which you have spoken of the late 
offer of mediation. That offer has been nobly responded to by 
the government and by the people of America. We know that 
the office of peace-maker is blessed throughont all lands; but 
how supremely gratifying, when the occasion is found for exer- 
Cising that office towards a friendly and a kindred nation!—to- 
wards a people who feel and acknowledge the kindness of the 
act, and who well know the value of its results! Gentlemen, I 
may truly say that it is for the interests of the whole human 
race that America should continue to enjoy the blessings of 
peace—for America knows how to turn those blessings toa 
noble use. When I behold the amazing, the unexampled pro- 
gress which this country is making, is daily and hourly making, 
in all the paths of peaceful civilization, in arts and in literature, 
and in every noble enterprise of industry and commerce; when 
I behold these things, and when [ reflect, on the other hand, 
upon how nice a balance the event seemed lately to hang, whe- 
ther all these happy pursuits, whether all these fair hopes, were 
not to be suddenly crossed and interrupted by the rude hand of 
war—I feel that it is a just cause for exultation to an English- 
man that the mediation of bis government has been in some 
degree instrumental in averting so cruel acalamity. I firmly 
believe that so long as friendship subsists between England, 
America and France, they may command peace over the globe. 
Iam as firmly persuaded that,a war now waged between any 
two of these three great libera¥ powers would retard, and per- 
vane for generations to come, the general improvement of man- 
kind. 


Gentlemen, in thanking yon for the toast you have drunk to 
the health of my beloved sovereign, I will add tuat, ifever there 
was a king in the world whose name may be hailed with pride 
and satisfaction in an assembly of freemen—in an assembly of 
American citizens—it is king William the fourth of England. 
For already, during the few years that he has reigned, and un- 
der his generous auspices, a greater progress has been made in 
England in strengthening and securing our free and popular in- 
stitutions, than during long ages that preceded. As Americans, 
you are partakers, you are inheritors, together with ourselves, 
of the glorious birthright of British liberty; and [am sure that 
you behold with interest and affection the present course of 
public affairs in England. You there behold a king and his 
subjects, not madly struggling against each other for vain su- 
premacy, but a patriot king leading on a willing people in the 
great march of intellect and improvement—a government and a 
nation laboring cordially together, not to extend the dominions 
of their country by war, but to render its social and political 
institutions more free and more popular. This is the great 
work in which your brethren in England are now employed, 
and [ am sure that they have the good wishes of the people of 
America for their success, 


Gentlemen, iny sincere and ardent hope is that the friend 
ship which now unites our two countries—the two great na- 
tions of kindred race that people America and England—that 
our friendship may be as lasting as it is honorable and precious 
to both. We will all strive and study to cultivate and to per- 
petuate it. We owe this to our common language, we owe 
itto the memory of our common ancestors. Americans will 
not forget that in England repose the ashes of their fathers; and 
England will look with pride and exultation upon America, a3 
the noblest, the first-born and the best beloved of her children. 

Mr. Foz concluded by offering the following sentiment: | 

“The United States of America—May the friendship which 
unites the two kindred nations of America and England be as 
lasting as it is honorable and precious to both!”? 

This was followed by— 

**Our guest—We tender him the cordial welcome due to the 
station he fills, and the name he bears; both deeply interesting 
to the affections of the American people.*’ . 

This toast drew forth a second reply from Mr. Fox, which 
was delivered with much emotion: 

‘‘Gentlemen: [ am overcome with the very kind and flatter 
ing manner in which you have been good enough to drink my 
heaith. I want words to express my sense of your kindness. 
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The friendly, and I may say the affectionate welcome which I 
have met with in America, can never be effaced from my re- 
collection. If my conduct, as British representative in this 
country, shall in any way contribute to strengthen the ties of 
friendship which now unite America to England, that will 
indeed be the most fortunate circumstance of my life. Gentle- 
men, it has been my destiny in the public service, to be for 
many years absent from my native country. ButT assure you 
that [ have felt, upon landing in America, as if I were at once 
returned to my family, and my home, and my native land. I 
have found myself among men who speak the same language, 
who have the same thoughts, habits and feelings—who are go- 
verned, almost by the same laws and institutions—who look 
back with pride upon the same pages of history—who delight 
in the fame of the same poets and orators: in short, l have 
found in America another England. 

“Gentlemen, you have been kind enough to allude to the 
name which I bear, and tothe affection with which that name 
is cherished in America. I thank you most cordially for that 
friendly allusion. I feel, indeed, in this country, a peculiar 
pride in being related by birth to a British statesman, Mr. 
Charles Fox, who was the truest and earliest friend to America 
that appeared amongst my countrymen. If we might imagine 
that the spirits of great mén that are departed could look back 
upon the world which they have left, how it would cheer that 
generous spirit to behold the America of the present day—to 
see that the greatness, which he oftentimes in the British par- 
liament prophesied for this free and happy land, has been more 
than realized—to find those prophecies a hundred and a thou- 
sand fold fulfilled!”? 

Mr. Fox concluded with the sentiment: 

“The cityof Baltimore—Long may liberty and peace protect 
the industry and enterprise of her citizens!”? 

General Smith, the mayor of the city, rose,to reply to Mr. 
Fox’s last toast, and after some appropriate remarks, uttered 
with a firmness of tone that showed the vigor and animation of 
the veteran whose fire time has not yet been able to quench, 
gave the following: 

‘The floating bulwarks of Great Britain and the U. States—a 
host against the world. May they never again be found in 
hostile array against each other.’? 

The president then announced 

4. Charles Bankhead, esq. secretary of the British legation— 
He has added a new claim to our regard by his efficient co- 
operation with his own government in the restoration of har- 
mony between the United States and France. 

Mr. Bankhead rose, and replied— 

Gentlemen: I beg leave to return you my best thanks for the 
honor you have conferred upon me by drinking my health. 

[am so little in the habit of addressing a public company, and 
and especially so distinguished a party as that now before me, 
that [ must crave your indulgence. [assure you that I am 
deeply impressed by your kindaess, although [ aim utterly at a 
loss to give a proper expression to my feelings. 

[ received with unalloyed pride and gratification the order of 
my government to offer his majesty’s mediation to the president 
of the United States; and whatever difficulties I fancied would 
exist in the fulfilment of that negotiation, they were instantly 
dispelled by the prompt and friendly reception and acceptance 
of that offer by general Jackson and his cabinet. Such con- 
ciliatory conduct will be viewed with admiration by his majes- 
ty’s government, and must have the effect of healing those 
differences which existed for a moment between the United 
States and France, and of restoring to their former intimacy 
the relations of friendship which have so long united those two 
nations, 

[ beg leave to propose the following toast: 

‘‘May the intercourse subsisting between Great Britain and 
her glorious offspring, the United States, ever have for its basis 
mutual attachment and good will, and the exercise of a just 
and honorable ambition.’’ 

After the mayor had retired, his health was proposed and 
drank; and as the hour of midnight: approached, the guests 
withdrew. Soon afterwards the company broke up. Thus 
concluded an evening replete with social gratification, and to 
the enjoyments of which every one felt how important a share 
had been contributed by Mr. Page. { Patriot. 

OD Steere 
EMPLOYMENT OF BOYS. 

The following bill is now before congress. 

-1 bill to encourage the employment of boys in the vessels of the 
United States, 

Be it enacted hy the senate and house of representatives of the 
United States of America in congress assembled, That from and 
after the next, every registered vessel of the United 
States, of the burthen of two hundred tons, and not exceeding 
two hundred and fifty, when bound on a voyage to any foreign 
port whatsoever, it shall be the duty of the master, or owner or 
Owners of said vessel, to employ not less than one boy; over 
two hundred and fifty tonfive hundred tons, two boys; and all 
Veasels over five hundred tons, three boys. 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That the owner or owners, 
Or master of said vessel or vessels, are hereby authorised to take 
said boys as apprentices, from their parents or guardians, on such 
terms and conditions as may be réspectively agreed on between 
them; or the owner or owners, or master of said vessel, may 
hire said boys from their parents or guardians, at such monthly 
Wages, for the voyage, as may be agreed on between them. 
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Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no registered vess¢ 
of the description herein mentioned shall be permitted to clear 
from any custom house of the United States, for a foreign port, 
until the master, or owner Or Owners, shall exhibit to the col- 
lector satisfactory proof that said owner or Owners, Or master, 
has engaged the number of boys required by this act for the in- 
tended voyage. 

Sec. 5. And be ct further enacted, That if any master, or ow- 
ner or owners, shal! permit his or their vessel to depart for any 
foreign port, from the United States, without having complied 
With the provisions of this act, the said master, owner Or ow- 
ners shall be fined in the sum of three hundred dollars, to be 
recovered in the usual manner as other fines and forfeitures are 
recovered under the laws of the United States. 


0 BOK 


CRUISE OF THE PEACOCK. 

By the ship Shepherdess, from Bombay arrived at Salem; 
We have received papers and letters to the 23d December. At 
that date the U. S. ship Peacock and schooner Enterprise were 
at Columbo, Isle of Ceylon, where they had put in for water, 
&e. The officers and crews of both vessels were in good 
health, and not a death had occutred since the commence- 
ment of the cruise. Gazelle. 

We find the following correspondence in the Bombay Ga- 

zette of the loth December: 
_ Messrs. Editors. Assured that you will not object to publish- 
ing the enclosed copy ofa letter from commodore E. P. Kenne~ 
dy, to sir Charles Malcolm, [ forward it to you, to show you 
that we are not unmindful of the kindness and attention re- 
ceived from the officers of the government during our stay at 
Bombay. 

Lam sure that the friendly feelings produced by our visit to 
this presidency will be long cherished by us. Very respectful- 
ly, yours, obediently, C. W. STRIBLING,. 

U. S. ship Peacock, Bombay, Dec. 2d, 1835, 

COPY. 

Sir: [ cannot leave Bombay without expressing through you 
the obligations which I feel to the master attendant and the of- 
ficers of the dock at this place, for the prompt and efficient as- 
sistance which [ have received in the repairs of this ship, and 
the schooner Enterprise; without such friendly aid and assist- 
ance, our refit would have been attended with increased ex- 
pense and delay. [ would at the same time desire to express, 
in the name of my country, the obligations I feel to the go- 
vernor in council for his ready compliance with every request 
which | have had occasion to make: and [ shall take care that 
the government of the United States is duly informed of the 
same. Permit me also to say, that for your continued person- 
al attentions, | caunot express myself in terms equal to my 
feelings. Iam, sir, with great respect, yours, respectfully, 

(Signed) KE. P. KENNEDY, 
commanding U. S. naval forces. 
To capt. sir Charles Malcolm, R. N. superintendent of the In- 
dian navy, 
U. &. ship Peacock, Bombay, Dec. 1, 1835. 
CRUISE OF THE VINCENNES. 

Copy of a letter received by the secretary of the navy, from 

captain John H. Aulick, dated 
U. S. ship Vincennes, Lintire, January 6, 1836. 

Sir: By a vessel on the point of sailing for New York, I do 
myself the honor of informing you, that [ arrived at this place 
on the second instant. As I was not apprised of the intended 
departure of this vessel until within a few hours since, want of 
time precludes my making at present, a full report in detail of 
my proceedings since I[ left the coast of Peru, and compels me 
to limit myself to inform the department, that in the course of 
my passage across the Pacific, I visited the Washington or 
Northern Marquesas, the Society, the Friendly, and the Navi- 
gators’ islands; Wallis’ Island, Rotonah, Quam, Lord North’s 
and the Pelecca islands. From the last named | brought off, 
after considerable difficulty with the chiefs, the only remaining 
men (two) of the crew of the Mentor, left there as hostages by 
captain Barnard in 1832. Of the six of his crew which he left 
on North’s island, four died, and two made their escape ina 
passing vessel, some months ago. 

[ have taken off the different islands I have touched at, in 
all, twenty American seamen, who bad been left on shore ina 
desolate condition by different whalers and traders; the greater 
part of whom I have put on board, by their own consent, of 
various American vessels that were in want of hands, 

We have all enjoyed remarkably good health, and there are 
this day but five onthe surgeon’s report, and those with but 
trifling complaints. I had but a few days since anticipated the 
gratification of being able to report that this interesting cruise 
had been thus far accomplished without the occurrence of a 
single casnalty or accident of any description whatever; but 
unfortunately, on the very day we entered the China sea, Wil- 
liam Williams, (a seaman), fell from aloft overboard, and al- 
though the life buoy was dropt near him, and every effort 
promptly made to save him, he was so much injured by the 
fall, that he alinost immediately sunk and was lost. 

I shall leave here for the west coast of Sumatra by way of 
the straits of Malacca, a3 soon as I have put my sails and rig- 
ging in order, and take in the necessary supplies of provision 
and water which will probably be about the 25th instant; and [ 





hope to arrive in the United States in all June. 
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[ herewith enclose the monthly returns up to the Ist of this 
month. I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, J. H. AULICK. 


or B Ctr 


COMMERCIAL BANK INVESTIGATION. 
From the Albany Evening Journal, 
IN THE SENATE OF NEW YORK, 
Report of the select committee on the Commercial bank investi- 
ation. 

The select committee, aepatated by a resolution of the se- 
nate, of the 16th of February last, to inquire whether any mem- 
ber of the senate was concerned with the late cashier Bartow, 
in his abstraction of the funds of the Commercial bank, &c. 
submit their proceedings, the expose of the bank, the answer 
thereto of Mr. Kemble and Mr. Bishop, and the testimony 
which was adduced on the investigation, together with the fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

It may, perhaps, be proper in the first place, to spend a few 
moments in an examination of the nature, extent and object of 
the jurisdiction which is conferred of the senate by that clause 
in the constitution, which constitiites it the judge of the quali- 
fications of its members. It was, doubtless, under the authori- 
ty derived from this clause, that the committee were instructed 
to make the inquiry which was committed to them. 

This power of judging, it is presumed, gives no authority to 
the senate to supervise the talents, patriotism or learning of 
any of its members, nor to prescribe any standard of religious 
or political opinion, or any particular grade of moral worth.— 
With respect to these, and all other general qualifications, or 
disqualifications, the electors are the only judges; and although 
they may be sometimes deceived, yet the mischief is but tem- 
porary. 

But every legislative body must have rules of proceeding in 
the transaction of its business: and to these rules it is indis- 
pensable that its members should conform. Of this conformi- 
ty, the senate is the only judge; and its existence, as a delibe- 
rative body, requires it to enforce, if necessary, obedience to 
its rules, and even to expel any member who might put its au- 
thority at defiance. 

There is also a moral supervision which, of necessity, belongs 
to the senate, and which, on all proper occasions, it is bound 
to exercise. Ifa member of this body should so far forget the 
duties of his station, as to prostitute his official acts to the pur- 
poses of private gain or individual emolument, such a derelic- 
tion of official duty, when brought to the notice of the senate, 
would call fora prompt examination, and if sustained, would 
require such reprehension as the character of the transaction 
might merit. Gross and notorious immorality also, which 
should indicate a palpable want of moral principle, such as 
would be calculated to tarnish the character of the senate, and 
bring its acts into disrespect and contempt, would be a fit sub- 
ject of examination and censure. 

To legislate is the highest and holiest function, that man can 
delegate to his fellow man. Life, liberty, property and the pur- 
suit of happiness, are materially dependent on the integrity of 
legislation. Laws affect a whole community, and much of the 
respect and obedience which they inspire, arises from the puri- 
ty of the source from which they are supposed to emanate. [t 
is, therefore, of vast moment to the public morality, and to the 

general good, that every legislative body should preserve itself 
free from imputation or reproach. And should any of its mem- 
bers conduct in such manner as to attach odium to their official 
associates, itis due to the community which they represent, it 
fs sanctioned by immemorial parliamentary usage, and is re- 
quired by the dictates of reason and justice, and the laws of 
self-preservation, that they should shield themselves from im- 
puted censure and reflected disgrace, by an open reprobation 
of the delinquents. But this supervision should never be ex- 
ercised, except in cases which are distinctly marked with an 
obvious derelection of moral principle. It is better to leave 
the ordinary delinquencies of public men to the correction of 
pnblie sentiment, than to waste time in making an exhibition 
of venial frailties. It may, perhaps, be assumed as a safe posi- 
tion, that should a member of the senate be guilty of such glar- 
ing immorality, or such official misconduct, as would produce 
a clear moral conviction that he would be condemned by his 
constituents, if put to the test of the ballot box, it would be the 
duty of the senate in such case, in deference to public senti- 
ment as well as out of respect to itself, to expel such member 
from his seat. This position is founded on the assumption, 
that the senate ought to maintain a tone of moral feeling, as 
lofty and as pure as is maintained by the community which it 
represents. 

If the foregoing suggestions are sound, they will furnish some 
guide to the committee and the senate in the examination of 
the voluminous mass of testimony which is herewith submit- 
ted. In the judgment of the committee, much of the evidence 
has very little, if any, application to any matter of which the 
senate should take cognizance. 

The committee do not consider it their duty to inquire, whe- 
ther any of the directors of the Commercial bank may have been 
influenced by personal or political hostility, in their disclosure 
ofa supposed connexion between their late cashier Bartow, 
and Messrs. Kemble and Bishop, in the abstraetion of the funda 
ofthe bank. Nor whether the suspicion or knowledge which 








that Bartow was dealing more or less in stocks, ought to have 
shaken their confidence in his integrity, and put them on their 
guard. Ifthe reliance of the board in the integrity of their ca- 
shier was too unbounded, the visitation for that indiscretion or 
apathy, bas been severe. Nor is it of any moment, in the opi- 
nion of the committee, to examine minutely the purchases and 
sales of stocks, the losses or gains which their fluctuations pro- 
duced, or to trace the late cashier through all the evolutions of 
stock gambling to his final catastrophe: And itis not, as the 
committee believe, legitimately within their province to inquire 
whether there was such a connexion between Messrs. Bartow, 
Kemble and Bishop, as to make the two latter legaily responsi_ 
ble to the bank for that portion of its funds which was drawn 
on their checks. Itis not legal liabilitie*, but moral and offi- 
cial delinquencies to which the committee believe their atten- 
tion ought to be exclusively directed. 

The purity of modern and improved ethical science repro- 
bates the position, that the ends justifies the means, or the 
means the end. The committee do not, therefore, perceive the 
materiality of endeavoring to ascertain whether, in the purchase 
and sale of stocks, in which Messrs. Bartow, Kemble and Bi- 
shop were jointly interested, money was or. might have been 
made or lost. [na court of conscience, the moral character of 
any human. transaction cannot be materially changed by the 
contingency of failure or suceess. 

The committee will, as they have before intimated, omit to 
enter into a minute review of the great mass of testimony, and 
will confine themselves to a short commentary on such parts 
of it only as they deem material. They will also exclude from 
their consideration, every extraneous matter, whether of accu- 
sation or of exculpation, and confine themselves strictly to the 
evidence. 


They would in the first place call the attention of the senate 
to eight letters of Messrs. Bishop and Kemble, directed to H. 
Bartow, and found among papers which he left when he ab- 
sconded. These letters will be found in the expose of the 
bank, and were admitted by Messrs. Kemble and Bishop to be 
genuine. From them it clearly appears, that Messrs. Kemble 
and Bishop was largely engaged in the purchase and sale of 
stocks, in which Bartow and they had a joint interest. To 
carry on these stock transactions, they drew on the Commer- 
nial bank for large sums of money, which were paid by Bar- 
tow’s directions; the amounts of which drafts are particularly 
detailed in the testimony of Mr. Lovett, the teller of the bank. 
There seems to have been some agreement, by which Messrs. 
Kemble and Bishop were to deal generally in any kind of stock 
in the market; were to buy and sell, and draw on the late ca- 
shier Bartow for the necessary funds. The nature and extent 
ofthe mutual interest which existed between Messrs. Kemble, 
Bishop and Bartow, in their extensive dealings, may perhaps 
be inferred from the letters of the two former; but of the exact 
time when the agreement creating this interest was made, the 
committee have found no proof, except that Which is contained 
in the evidence of Mr. Bishop. 

In the first letter of Mr. Bishop, dated the 25th of May, as the 
committee understand it, a loss which had been previously sus- 
tained or anticipated, in some stock transaction, is alluded to 
in the following words: ‘If we have been sucked, I extremely 
regret thatit was not to a much greater extent.”? And ina 
postscript to the same letter, by Mr. Kemble, he apprised Bar- 
tow of large purchases of stocks already made, and to be made, 
and closes by saying, *‘you need not fear that we are sucked.”’ 
Mr. Kemble’s reason for this assurance, seems to be found in 
his previous remarks, respécting one kind of stocks: that “‘hav- 
ing about 175 shares, we design to buy up 1,050 or more, and, in 
alliance with run it up.’?? Tu Mr. Bishop’s letter of the 
26th of May, he informs Bartow, ‘‘we sold all our Harlaem, pur- 
chased and on subscription, yesterday afternoon, at 112 to 1122; 
to-day it is worth more, but it is a damned bubble. I would en- 
gage to sell. at 30 days, for 105; we have made money on it, and 
let others do better. I was especially induced to sell, as you 
seemed to be fearful of losing upon it, (from your letter). We 
yesterday afternoon purchased 359 shares of Long Island rail 
road, at 1023 to 103, which including 185 on subscription, is 525 
shares. [ would take 1,000 more at the same price.”? &c.— 
Again, in the same letter, ‘‘I have been in hopes you would ad- 
vise us of your opinion in reference to stocks, and instruct us 
to buy something; but you do not seem to be in a speculating 
mood.”? Again, ‘we got 100 more of the Long Island at 103, 
but it immediately advanced to 104, and so we are up as to that. 
We have now 625 shares, $31,250. I think we shali make 
$1,500 upon it.”? 

In Mr. Bishop’s letter of the 2th May, he informs Bartow, 
“*[ have barely time to observe, that we have drawn upon you 
for $12,500; you must not be alarmed. We have the advice of 
the best financiers in this city, and although stocks are now de- 
pressed, rely upon a reaction.”? 

In Mr. Bishop’s letter of the 16th July, he says: “I observe 
from the newspapers that the stocks in which we are interested, 
are rather low. I am willing to sell at present prices, if it is 
thought best by all concerned,” &e, 

In Mr. Kemble’s letter of the 6th of October, be writes to 
Bartow as follows: “The long wished for event has arrived.— 
Long Island has gone up, and may still go up or down, as WE 
determine. Ihave negotiated day after day, and kept the ba- 
siness unfinished, until an expression has gone abroad in Wall, 
that a combination has been formed. But I have not pledged 








some of the directors may have had last spring and summer, 


our stock; and it can now probably be sold at 105, and upwards, 
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ora most excellent arrangement can be made to run it up, and 
then dispose of it. Those who have been buying largely on 
time, are now in our power, and are willing now to come to 
ost any terms. 
ar Sik goorectt or Mr. -, to come down immediately, 
and have all our stock in hand, so that we can sell if we think 
proper, or otherwise ripen a combination.”? : f 

From the above extracts the character of the business in 
which Messrs. Kemble and Bishop were engaged, by the aid of 
funds drawn from the Commercial bank, is sufficiently obvious. 

The frauds, concealments and false entry of Bartow, con- 
nected with the furnishing of these funds, are fuily detailed by 
the testimony of Mr. Lovett, the teller. If the business in 
which Messrs. Kemble and Bishop were engaged, in joint in- 
terest with Bartow, was fair and honest, then they ought not, 
in the least, to be censured for the fraud and concealment 
which he practised on the directors of the bank, in supplying 
funds to conduct it. But if the transactions in which they 
were engaged were of an opposite character, then it will be for 
the senate to determine whether they are not morally respon- 
sible for the results which followed. It is believed to be a 
sound rule in morals, that he who acts against the dictates of 
conscience, is responsible for all the consequences of his con- 
duct. 

It can hardly be necessary to inform the senate, that the let- 
ters of Messrs. Kemble and Bishop clearly prove that they were 
deeply concerned in stock-jobbing. Stock-jobbing is the buy- 
ing and selling of stocks for the purpose of deriving gain from 
the fluctuations in their prices. And the arts which are re- 
sorted toin this business, to “run up,’ or to depress stocks, 
and the secret combinations which are sometimes formed, to 
control the market and extort money from those who have sold 
on time, render stock-jobbing, under such circumstances, one 
of the most hazardous and demoralizing species of gambling. 
The buying of stocks On time, is tantamount to a wager as to 
their price on a given future day. The investment of money 
or other property in stocks, may be an innocent transaction. 
But, observes Say, in his treatise on political economy, ‘*when 
these transfers degenerate into stock-jobbing, that is to say, 
the making of a profit by the rise and fall of their price, they 
are productive of much mischief. In the first place, by the 
unproductive employment, on this object, of the agent of circu- 
lation, money, which is an item of the national capital; and in 
the next, by procuring a gain to one person by the loss of 
another, which is the characteristic of gambling. The oceupa- 
tion of the stock-jobber yields no new or useful product; conse- 
quently, having no product of his own to give in exchange, he 
has no gains but what he contrives to make out of the unskil- 
fulness Or ill-fortune of gamesters like bimself.?? Stock-job- 
bing is regarded as a great immorality and evil in all civilized 
communities. The reckless spirit of gambling which it ex- 
cites; the individual loss and ruin which it occasions, and its 
demoralizing effects upon the young and thoughtless, by divert- 
ing them from the sober pursuits of industry, under the delu- 
sive hopes of acquiring sudden wealth, have been long deplor- 
ed. The gains of the few create the madness of the many; 
like the adventurers in a lottery, who are too intent upon the 
prizes to reflect upon the blanks. 

In Europe, government stocks exist to an almost indefinite 
amount, and their variations in value are, for that cause, near- 
ly beyond the control of individual management: changes of 
ministry and rumors of peace or war, are the ordinary causes 
of fluctuations in their prices. But in this country, where 
many stock companies, with comparatively small capitals exist, 
the game of stock-jobbing becomes the more desperate, in pro- 
portion to the sudden elevations and depressions of price which 
individual fraud and art can produce. 

The manner ian which a combination in stock-jobbing is se- 
cretly formed and matured, its design and end, and the contin- 
gencies with which it is beset, will be found in the testimony 
of Henry Lynch, a stock broker from the city of New York. 
Such a combination is a secret and artful conspiracy to cheat, 
and would be an indictable offence atcommon law. And the 
committee exceedingly regret to perceive in the correspon- 
dence of Mr. Kemble, the expression of a willingness to enter 
into an alliance to “run up” stock, and to “ripen a combina- 
tion.”? Such sentiments uttered by a private individual, would 
receive the reprobation of the mora! portion of mankind; but 
when avowed by a senator, they assume, in the judgment of 
the committee, a much deeper shade. 

Corporations or stock companies are created by acts of the 
legislature: And will the community believe that acts of this 
description are fairly and honestly obtained, whilst members of 
the senate are notoriously engaged in stock-jobbing, with all 
t's immoralities? [s not the conduct of Messrs. Kemble and 
Bishop, and particularly of the former, as detailed in the testi- 
mony herewith submitted, calculated by its example to relax 
the public morality, and by its tendency, to shake the confi- 
dence of the community in the purity of the legislation? These 
are questions which deserve grave consideration. 

At the last session of the legislature a bill passed the senate 
tO repress the demoralizing practice of stock-jobbing. This 
bill received no opposition in the senate, but owing, as the 
committee understand, to a great press of business, was not 
finally acted upon in the assembly, It had its third reading in 
the senate on the 16th of March, 1835, as appears from the 





journal, One of the sections of this bill declared all contracts 


‘or the sate or transfer of stucks to be absolutely void, unless 
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the party contracting to sell or transfe:, should at the time be 
owner or assignee thereof, and should actually be in posses- 
sion of the certificate or other evidences of such stock. This 
provision was Gesigned to prevent the combination alluded to 
and described in the testimony. Another section provided, 
that all wagers concerning the price, present or future, of any 
stock, should be void. The object of this provision was to pre- 
vent the gambling purchases aud sales ofstock on time. This 
bill provided, that all offences against it should be deemed mis- 
demeanors, and punished by fine and imprisonment. A bill 
with the same provisions passed the senate unanimously, in 
the early part of the present session. It provides that every 
offender against any of its provisions shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and shall be fined not exceeding five hundred 
dollars, or imprisoned not exceeding One year, or both, at the 
discretion of the court; and all courts of oyer and terminer and 
general sessions are required to charge grand juries to inquire 
into offences against this act. The bill of the last session, as 
well as of the present, recognizes every offence against it as 
“malum in se,’’? or in other words as involving conscious immo- 
rality, or as being a sin against light and knowledge. The de- 
elaration in the bill, that every offence against it shall be deem- 
ed a misdemeanor, and shall be visited by severe pains and pe- 
nalties, will, it is believed, justify this inference. And it is 
deeply to be regretted that Messrs. Kemble and Bishop, so 
soon after its passing through the senate, should have forgotten 
or disregarded its moral admonitions. 

By recurring to the testimony of Henry Lynch, the stock 
broker for Messrs. Kemble and Bishop, it will be found that 
they purchased through him several lots of stock on time; that 
is to say, deliverable sometime after the purchase at the op- 
tion of the purchasers. It will be for the senate to determine 
whether members of its body, under the circumstances of the 
case, did not act under higher moral responsibilities, and ren- 
der themselves obnoxious to more severe censures than would 
have been incurred by private individuals. 

But there are other parts of the testimony which contafth im- 
putations of direct official misconduct. The facts and circum- 
stances connected with the passage of the bill through the se- 
nate, to increase the capital of the Harlaem rail road company, 
are of this character. Such a connexion between Messrs. 
Kemble, Bishop and Bartow had been shown by the letters of 
the two former, and other testimony, that a majority of the 
cominittee were of opinion that the declaration of Bartow, as 
to an understanding between him and them in relation to the 
passage of the said bill, in connexion with the proof of their 
having acted in accordance With such understanding would be 
admissible testimony. The declaration beforehand of the 
course which two senators were, by an alleged arrangement, 
to pursue, would be either rendered probable as to its truth, or 
falsified by the event. [t was on thiz ground that a majority of 
the committee believed the testimony ought td be received. 
But as the committee, after the question had been argued be- 
fore them, were divided in opinion, they concluded that it 
would be the most discreet course to take the direction of the 
senate. Under this direction, given by a vote of 23 to 6, they 
proceeded to hear the testimony. 

The testimony of A. H. Lovett, the teller of the Commercial 
bank, to this point, is as follows: He swears that in a conver- 
sation which Bartow commenced with him by saying, that he 
meant to make some money out of the Harlaem rail road stock, 
and while the bill was pending in the senate, Bartow said to 
him, **f have an understanding with Messrs. Bishop and Kem- 
ble, and they are to raise such objections to that bill as to blind 
the eyes of the New Yorkers until we have got things to suit 
ourselves, and then the bill will pass.”? 

The testimony of John Townsend, president of the bank, is 
to the same effect, except that it does not implicate Mr, 
Bishop; but as respects Mr. Kemble, is strongly confirmatory 
of the testimony of the teller. He says in substance, that 
when the Harlaem rail road bill was under consideration in the 
senate, Bartow stated to him that he had arranged with Mr. 
Kemble to make some movement to delay the passage of the 
bill that dav; that he, Bartow, had entered into a speculation 
in the Harlaem stock, and meant to make money by it; that 
this made a strong impression on his mind at the time, and 
that he noticed in the Argus the next day, Mr. Kemble’s 
speech, in fulfilment of what Mr. Kemble was to do, as stated 
to him by Bartow. 


The remarks of Mr. Kemble against the bill, made on the 
16th of April, in pursuance of Bartow’s prediction, and report- 
edin the Daily Argus of the 15th, and his vote two days after- 
wards for the bill; his declaration to J. B. Murray, that he only 
wished to delay the bill two or three days to get information 
from New York; the advice given by him, on the day he made 
the attack on the bill,to John L. Schoolcraft on board the 
steamboat, before it started for New York, to purchase Har- 
laem stock if he wished to make money, and his declaration 
that the lobby members were then on board the boat going to 
New York, under the belief that the bill would not pass, but 
that it would pass in a few days; the anxiety of Bartow, as ma- 
nifested ir his conversation with Augustus James, and in his 
letters to the same individual, and while the bill was to be de- 
layed, but was finally to pass, and that the New Yorkers were 
to be blinded; afford a chain of circumstances, which, if they 
do not produce a conviction of an understanding between 
Messrs. Bartow and Kemble, manifest a most singular identity 
of knowledge and of views on the subject of the bill. 
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There is no testimony to show that Mr. Kemble was to re- 
ceive or did receive any pecuniary advantage from the purchas- 
es stock, which were made before the bill passéd; but if 
there was a preconcert between him and Bartow, with respect 
to the ¢ourse he was to pursue, there is very little difference in 
the coloring of the transaction, whether that course waa for 
his or Bartow’s benefit, or for the benefit of any other indivi- 
dual. It is proven bythe testimony of Messrs. Bloomfield and 
Warren, that the next day after his opposition to this bill, Mr. 
Kemble assigned as the reason of his opposition, that it had got 
ahead of a bill or bills of which he had charge. If this reason 
had been azsigned in the senate, and an effort made on his part 
to rectify any alleged derangement in the regular order of busi- 
ness, it would have been more satisfactory. It will be perceiv- 
ed, also, that the reason assigned by Mr. Kemble to J. B. Mur- 
ray, for his Opposition to the bill, is wholly inconsistent with 
the above. 


On the 18th of April, as appears by the Daily Argus of the 
19th, the Hariaem rail road bill was reported by the committee 
on rail roads in the senate, and Mr. Bishop moved to lay the 
report on the table; but on a suggestion from the chairman of 
the committee on rail roads, that the senate would be moved 
on that day to go into a committee of the whole on the bill, Mr. 
Bishop withdrew the motion. ‘This appears to have been the 
only effort made by Mr. Bishop to delay the passage of the biil. 
Mr. Kemble’s attack on the bill was two days thereafter. 
And it will be perceived by recurring to the reports of the 
Daily Argus, that both Messrs. Kemble and Bishop interposed 
obstacles to the passage of the bill, as above stated; and it ap- 
pears by the journal that they both voted for its final passage 
oa the 17ih. 


It is in proof that Augustus James, who had been pressed by 
Bartow to purchase Harlaem rail road stock on their joint ac- 
count, did purchase, in the city of New York, 800 shares on 
the 14th and 15th of April, which he afterwards sold at a profit 
or net gain of $2,239 88; which sum he transmitted to Bartow 
by a check on the 27th April. On the 28th, the next day, Bar- 
tow drew his check on the Commercial bank for $742, and 
placed thatsum tothe credit of Mr. Bishop, on the books of 
the bank. The sum is $1 62 Jess than the one-third of the 
profit, as above mentioned, which was made on the purchase 
and sale of the aforesaid Harlaem stock. Mr. Bishop has been 
requested by the committee to explain why and on what ac- 
count that sum, at that time, was placed to his credit by Bar- 
tow; but no explanation has been given. 


The declaration also of Bartow, to M, H. Webster, while the 
bill was pending, that Mr. Bishop was interested with him in 
the Harlaem stock which A. James was going to purchase in 
New York, is a circumstance of more or less weight, in pro- 
portion to the credibility which is due, under the circumstances 
of the case, to the assertion of Bartow. 


On carefully examining all the facts and circumstances con- 
nected with the Harlaem rail road bill, before and after its pas- 
sage, the committee feel constrained to say, that there is strong 
ground for suspicion, if not for belief, that there was an under- 
standing between Messrs. Kemble, Bishop and Bartow, as to 
the course which the two former pursued in relation to the pas- 
sage of the bill, and that this course was adopted and pursued 
to enable Bartow, if not others, to make money by purchases 
and sales of the stock to be created by that bill. 

There is one other part of the testimony to which the com- 
mittee will callthe attention of the senate: Mr. Schoolcraft, 
one of the directors of the Commercial bank, testifies, that 
during the present session, and since the Commercial bank 
presented its petition to the tegislature for an increase of its 
capital; Mr. Kemble held a conversation with him of the fol- 
lowing tenor: Mr. Kemble told him that if the bank would 
come outand disclaim that they had any thing to do with the 
circulation of reports that he, Mr. Kemble, had been deeply 
engaged with Bartow in his abstraction of the funds of the 
bank, that he, Mr. Kemble, would guaranty the passage of the 
bill which their petition asked for. The testimony of Mr. 
Schoolcraft stands unimpeached and unexplained, and the 
committee cannot therefore doubt but that this extraordinary 
proposition was made by Mr. Kemble, as stated. 

If a member of the senate could be supposed to possess a 
sufficieut degree of influence to effect the passage of a law, 
yet such influence can hardly be deemed to be the legitimate 
subject of private barter. The offer to guaranty the passage of 
a law, in consideration of obtaining a disclaimer, does not, in 
the judgment of the committee, materially differ from a propo- 
sition to receive, for a like guarantee,asum of money. In 
both cases the motive could be traced with equal certainty, to 
a desire to subserve the gratification of individual wants, pri- 
vate convenience, or personal cupidity. Members of the le- 
gislature, like other men, have various private wants; but to 
convert legislative influence into an exchangeable commodity, 
in order to gratify these wants, would shock the moral sense of 
the community. ‘To exercise the functions of legislation under 
the influence of mercenary motives, would be a gross derelic- 
tion of duty. ‘The making of laws should be characterized 
with as much purity as is required in their administration; for 
no better apology can be found for venality in legislative halls, 
than for corruption in courts of justice. 

The power which is delegated to the lawgiver, is superior to 
that which is confided to the judge; and in proportion to the 
magnitude of the trust, should its excicise be the more assidu- 





ously purified from the alloy of seH-interest, and the more de- 
votedly conzecrated to the public good, : 

The committee have now adverted to such portions of the 
testimony as implicates the moral and official conduct of 
Messrs, Kemble and Bishop, in such manner as calls for the 
notice of the senate. Their connexion with Bartow in stock- 
jobbing, which led to the abstraction of funds for this purpose 
from the Commercial bank, cannot be regarded, under the cir- 
cumstances of the case, in any other light than as grossly im- 
moral. 

There are strong reasons for believing, from the testimony 
of Messrs. Lovett, Townsend, Webster, Schoolcraft, James 
and Murray, together with the reports of the Daily Argus ay 
the time, when all the circumstances are carefully considered 
and compared, that the officia! conduct of Messrs. Kemble and 
Bishop, and particularly of the former, on the bill to increase 
the stock of the Harlaenr rail road company, was pre-concerted 
with Bartow, for his private benefit, and probably for the 
benefit of some other individuals. The committee submit to 
the senate, whether this charge is not established with reason- 
able certainty against Mr. Kemble, and with strong probability 
against Mr. Bishop. Men never call witnesses to their nnlaw- 
ful or improper acts; and itis, in general, only from cireum- 
stances that such acts can be inferred and established. If this 
charge is sustained by the testimony, the official conduct of 
Messrs. Kemble and Bishop, on the aforesaid bill, strongly 
merits the condemnation of the senate. 

The willingness, if not the desire, which is repeatedly ex- 
pressed by Mr. Kemble, in his letters to Bartow, to form alli- 
ances to run up stocks, and his avowed readiness to “ripena 
combination,” indicate, in the judgment of the committee, such 
an abandonment of moral principle, az deserves severe repro- 
bation. 

The proposition of Mr. Kemble to one of the directors of the 
Commercial bank, that he would procure the passage of such 
a law as was solicited by their petition, if the directors of that 
institution would come out with a disclaimer as to his being 
concerned with Bartow in abstracting the funds of the bank, 
evinces, in the judgment of the committee, an utter disregard 
of official duty. If a member of the senate should offer to 
pledge his own vote in favor of any pending application, on 
condition of his obtaining any object which might suit his own 
private convenience, such offer would be regarded as evidence 
of official corruption. And a proposition for a like considera- 
tion, to guaranty the votes of the members of both branches of 
the legislature, can hardly be viewed as less revolting, unless 
the turpitude of the offer can be supposed to be merged in the 
wholesale character of the transaction. 

If the proposition to hypothecate the vote of a single mem- 
ber, would compromit official purity, itis believed that an ag- 
gravation of the offence would be found in an extension of the 
pledge to the representatives of a whole community. 

Having thus adverted to the prominent facts and circum- 
stances which have been disclosed in the course of this pro- 
tracted, laborious and painful investigation, the committee re- 
spectfully submit the whole matter to the final judgment of the 
senate, S. YOUNG, chairman, 

From the same. 
In senate— Monday, May 2. 

Mr. Van Shaick laid on the table the following resolutions: 

Whereas, it appears from the testimony taken by the com- 
mittee of investigation appointed on the 16th day of February 
last, npon the complaint of the Commercial bank of Albany, 
that John C. Kemble,a member of the senate from the 3d sena- 
torial district, has been guility of moral and official misconduct, 
rendering him unworthy of a seat in this body: therefore, 

Resolved, That the said John C, Kemble be and he is hereby 
expelled. 

Whereas, it appears from the testimony taken by the com- 
mittee of investigation appointed on the 16th day of February 
last, upon the complaint of the Commercial bank of Albany, 
and also from the facts developed in the investigation ordered 
by the senate upon the complaint of Lewis Benedict, that Isaac 
W. Bishop, a member of the senate from the 4th senatorial dis- 
trict, has been guilty of moral and official misconduct, rendert- 
ing him unworthy of a seat in this body: therefore, 

Resolved, That the said Isaac W, Bishop be and he is hereby 
expelled, 





In the course of the debate to expel Mr. Bishop, he addressed 
the senate as follows: His is the fate of politicians. 

He would not make a single effort to repel this or any other 
accusation, for the sake of retaining his seat in the senate. He 
should leave this body with no other regrets than those grow- 
ing out of the severance of the pleasing associations which he 
had formed with its members, and for whom he should always 
retain the liveliest sentiments of esteem and respect. Long 
before this charge or any other had been brought against him, 
political life had lost all charms for him, and not without good 
reason; for in sustaining, as he had endeavored to do, the doc- 
trines of the democratic party, and the public men at the head of 
that party, he had done so at the expense of his peace of mind— 
been covered with obloquy and reproach by his opponents—and 
sacrificed his prviate fortune. It only remained, as a termina- 
tion of his political career, to overwhelm him with disgrace, 
and destroy his reputation. If such should be the judgment 0! 
the senate, he must submit. 
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